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Current Status of Listings 
in Alaska 
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Federally Listed  
Endangered Species 

Short-tailed albatross - USFWS  
Eskimo curlew – USFWS (likely extinct) 
Aleutian shield fern - USFWS  
Steller sea lion (western DPS) - NMFS 
Bowhead whale - NMFS 
Fin whale – NMFS 
Beluga whale (Cook Inlet DPS) - NMFS 
Humpback whale - NMFS 
Other rare species: North Pacific right whale, 

Blue whale, Sei whale, and the  
Leatherback turtle - NMFS 
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Federally Listed 
Threatened Species 

Spectacled eider - USFWS 
Steller's eider (AK breeding DPS) – USFWS 
Polar bear - USFWS  
Northern sea otter, southwest Alaska DPS - USFWS 
Steller sea lion, eastern DPS - NMFS 
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Species currently under 
federal consideration for listing 

Pacific walrus - USFWS 
Yellow-billed loon – USFWS 
Kittlitz’s murrelet – USFWS 
Red knot – USFWS 
Marbled murrelet - USFWS 
Ice seals (2 species) - NMFS 
SE Alaska herring – NMFS 
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Alaska ESA Examples 
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Aleutian Canada Goose 
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Steller Sea Lion 
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Steller Sea Lion 
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Polar bear 
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Polar bear 
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Beluga Whales in 
Cook Inlet 

  Beluga whales over-harvested in early to mid 1990s 
  In 1998, NMFS initiated a status review 
  In 2000, NMFS determined the whales are not in danger of 

extinction and choose to not list under ESA (population at 
this time was about 375 whales) 

  NMFS instead listed the whales as depleted under the 
MMPA 

  In October 2008 NMFS listed beluga whales as endangered 
based on:   

–  population was not increasing as fast as expected after 
harvest was regulated 

–  the population had a greater than 1% chance of going  
extinct within 100 years 
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Beluga Whales in 
Cook Inlet 
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  Section 9: Prohibits the “take” of a listed species.  
Under Section 3 take includes “harass, harm, pursue, 
hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture or collect or 
attempt to engage in any such conduct”. 

  Section 7: For projects that have a federal “nexus”, 
federal agencies need to consult with NMFS or USFWS 
on any project that may affect a listed species or its 
critical habitat. 

  Biological assessment (“likelihood to effect” decision) 
  BiOp (with “JAM” finding and resultant incidental take 

statement and minimization measures).   

  Section 10: For projects that have “incidental take” but 
no federal nexus. 

  Habitat Conservation Plans (HCP) to minimize and  
mitigate impact of incidental take 

  Incidental take permits w/ approved HCP 
20 These are applicable throughout a species’ range 





Consultation Process Issues 
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  All agency decisions are subject to       
citizen litigation, from listing decisions to 
critical habitat designations, to JAM 
authorizations. 

  This has the potential to slow resource 
development projects, and place 
decisions in the hands of judges.   
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It is easier to list than delist a species 
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Summary 
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Thank you. 

Questions? 
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