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Attu to 
Ketchikan @ 
2300 miles 

DC to LA @ 
2300 miles 

Self Rescue 
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Port of Nome 

2 Docks: 
200’ 22.5’ draft 
190’ 22.5’ draft 

Medium Endurance Cutters and Smaller  

Port of Dutch Harbor 
Five City owned marine facilities: Full Service Facility  
USCG Dock 
Unalaska Marine Center (UMC) Dock 
Spit Dock 
Light Cargo Dock (LCD) 
Robert Storrs International Small Boat Harbor  

Northern Alaskan Ports 
• Facilities north of Dutch Harbor are minimal 

• Shallow draft 
• Fuel availability 
• Repair infrastructure 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Kodiak 

Anchorage 

280 NM 

Togiak 232 NM 

Typical Cargo Ops in the  
Arctic and Western Alaska 

Crowley Barge Stranded Aground 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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5,000 ft Runway C-130 Capable 

Barrow 
Kuparuk (private) 

Deadhorse 

Dillingham 

Kotzebue 

Unalakleet 

Nome 

Shishmaref 

Bethel 

Galena 

Umiat 

Port Heiden 

King Salmon 

Cold Bay 

5,000 ft Dirt Runway  
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•  Arctic Domain Awareness  
•  Cutter Operations 

–  HEALY, POLAR SEA, SPAR, 
HICKORY 

•  Tailored Force Package 
Deployments to Prudhoe Bay 
and Barrow 

•  Community Engagement 
•  SAR Exercise 
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Diomede 
Unalakleet 
Nome 
Golovnin 
Savoonga 
Kaktovik 

Barrow 
Wainwright 
Kivalina 
Point Lay 
Kotzebue 
Point Hope 
Wales 
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Salliq: Lessons Learned 
•  Resource Capability 

– Small boats/short range helos ineffective 
– Require icebreakers or ice hardened  

 vessels with embarked helos 
– Lack of effective communication network/

architecture  
•  Outreach 

–  Input from indigenous people imperative 
– Essential to have effective culturally sensitive 

engagement 
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•  Air Patrols 
–  ‘Eyes on’ above the Arctic 

Circle  
–  Provide scientists platforms 

of opportunity 
–  Media opportunity to 

increase ADA at the global 
level 

Barrow 
Prudhoe Bay 

Kivalina 

Nome 



ALWAYS READY 

  2009 Science Mission Overview 

UNCLASSIFIED 

USCGC HEALY will deploy to the Arctic region in 
 support of the National Science Foundation for:  

Ice seal and seabird surveys 
Ice Free Effects on Mammals 
US ECS claims 



ALWAYS READY 

USCGC HEALY Summer 09 

Begin 13 May 
Dutch Harbor 

DH 16-19 July 

             Mid-Season Training Cycle & Science 
Patrol 

18-20 May 

23 May – 6 
July 

Seward 
11-13 July 

March April May June July August September October 

Juneau 

Seattle 

Nome 22 July 

Barrow 25 Jul, 
6-7 Aug, 16 Sep 

Kodiak 
23-25 
Sep 

End patrol 1 Oct 
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June July August September October November December January 

Bering 
Sea 
5-10 
Sep Depart Seattle 

24 Aug 
Return 
3 Dec 

Barrow  
11, 17, 22-24 
Sep 

Kodiak 
4-5, 
23-25 Sep 

Providenya 
1-4 Nov 

Juneau 18-21 
Nov 
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Alaska Native Consultation and 
Cultural Communications Course 

3-5 Aug 2009 

Juneau 

. 

•  DHS directive to solicit and engage Alaskan  
Native Tribes in the development of regulatory  
policies 

•  To provide Coast Guard leadership  
with a background on the federal trust  
responsibility & need for appropriate  
tribal engagement 
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•  One 25’ RB-HS small boat 
•  One 23’ Sea Ark 
•  One 18’ Sea Wolf Boat 
•  Boating Safety Training Team 
•  Community/Tribal Liaison 
•  Delivered via C-130 
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ALEX HALEY underway with sea ice 

Vertical Replenishment 
via embarked HH-65 
helo 

ALEX HALEY MOORED IN NOME, AK 

Arctic Operating Area 
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600N
M

 

Situation:   NPSC/D17CC received a MEDEVAC 
request for a 27 YOF suffering from possible  
appendicitis, on the C/S BREMEN, located 
approximately 30 NW of Prudhoe Bay.  
Due to location, it would take Coast Guard assets 
approximately 8 hours to arrive on scene.   

Response: No air assets were available from 
RCC Anchorage, North Slope Borough SAR 
or local companies in the Prudhoe Bay area. D17 
engaged with a local cooperative, Alaska  
Clean Seas, who agreed to launching one of their 
boats for the response. 

Rescue: Alaska Clean Seas launched a 42 foot 
vessel, with two medics from the BP oil  
company, to rendezvous with the BREMEN and 
returned the patient to Prudhoe Bay where  
a commercial air ambulance transport to 
Anchorage. 
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Nome, AK - Chief Luis Nieves with Sector Anchorage 
shows a Nome high school student the proper way to 
carry a weapon during the Alaskan Native Outreach at 
Nome High School.  Nieves is a Coast Guard reservist 
and works with the Alaska State Troopers in Kotzebue.   

Nome, AK – Petty Officer 2nd Class 
Cody Lathrop with the Coast Guard 
Cutter Mustang homeported in Seward, 
Alaska, assists a Nome high school 
student with donning law enforcement 
gear during the Alaskan Native 
Outreach at Nome High School.  
Lathrop demonstrated Coast Guard law 
enforcement gear and spoke about his 
role as a machinery technician to youth 
at Nome, Kotzebue and Barrow public 
schools.   

Kotzebue, AK – Petty Officer 1st Class 
Eileen Nelson with Marine Safety Unit 
Morgan City participates in a Kid’s Don’t 
Float program during the Alaskan 
Native Outreach with Kotzebue’s 
elementary students focusing on the 
importance of wearing life jackets. 
Nelson is a native of Igiugig, Alaska   

Barrow, AK – Capt. Henry Shen with 
ISC Ketchikan takes a Barrow Middle 
School student’s blood pressure during 
the Alaskan Native Outreach at 
Barrow’s middle school.  Shen is a flight 
surgeon and spoke with students about 
his Coast Guard career.  His hometown 
is Mountain Village, Alaska.   

Kotzebue, AK - Master Chief Jeremiah Roberts with 
the Seventeenth District Command Center in 
Juneau shows a middle school student how to plot 
on a navigational chart during the Alaskan Native 
Outreach.  



ALWAYS READY 

Alaska Native Diversity Education  
Recruitment Outreach 

Team consisted of 35 members from: 
CG-12 
CG-00H 
District 17 
Air Station Kodiak 
Sector Anchorage 
Sector Honolulu 
MSU Morgan City 
ISC Ketchikan 
CGC MUSTANG 
CG Auxiliary 
D17 PADET Kodiak 
CG RUITOFF Anchorage 

22 Sep:  All members met in Anchorage and 
received cultural communications training  
from Mr. Joel Casto, D17 Tribal Liaison. 

22 Sep: A/S Kodiak C130 transported  
the team from Anchorage to Nome. 

23 Sep:  Conducted outreach at Nome 
Elementary and Nome Beltz Jr-Sr High 
School.  Upon completion, departed to 
Kotzebue via C130. 

24 Sep:  Conducted outreach at 
Kotzebue Elementary, Middle and High 
Schools.  Upon completion, departed  
to Barrow via C130. 

25 Sep: Conducted outreach at Barrow 
Elementary, Eben Hopson Middle 
School, Barrow High School and 
Ilisagvik College. Upon completion, 
departed to Anchorage via C130. 
Mission complete. 

Coast Guard team representation  
consisted of: 

Military and Civilian Recruiting 
Search and Rescue 
Law Enforcement 
Small Boat Operations 
Large Cutter Operations 
Air Operations (fixed and rotary wing) 
Marine Safety 
Water & Boating Safety 
Public Affairs 
Medical (Doctor / Flight Surgeon)  
Alaska Native Coast Guard Members 
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Showing communities and  
Students what we do… 

Navigation, Law Enforcement,  
Emergency Medical Response 

Tours of C-130, H-65 and 
Cutter ALEX HALEY 

Water Safety Training at schools 
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•  AK has 229 of the 564 Federally  
  Recognized Native Tribes 

•  EO 13175 – Mandates Tribal  
  Consultation 

•  13 Native Regional & 200 Village 
  Corporations 

•  Protection of subsistence lifestyle 
    engage with native corporations 



ALWAYS READY 

Total Vessels in the Arctic 
2008 = 114 + 
2009 = 122 

Bering Strait Transits 
2008 = 198 
2009 = 278 
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Thule AB 

= Chokepoint 

Europe to Asia - 40 to 50% Savings  

Bering Strait 
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50nm 
Max Depth 138ft 

Max Depth 186ft 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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Largest Polar and Baltic Icebreakers 

UNCLASSIFIED 12 
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•  Polar Icebreaker Acquisition History: 
–  1964 to 1975:  2 Polar-Class Icebreakers, $125M, USCG Appropriations 
–  1990: USCGC HEALY, $329M, DOD Appropriations (Navy Shipbuilding) 

Recapitalization Options for Polar-Class Icebreakers: 

 1.  Service Life Extension Project (add 25 years of service life) 
  $400M per ship, 2-year maintenance period 

 2.  Replacement (30-year service life) 
           Polar-Class equivalent:  $800-$925M per ship, 8-10 year acquisition 

 3.  Reactivate POLAR STAR (add 7-10 years of service life) 
           $77.8M (maintenance and crew), 2-3 year maintenance period 

UNCLASSIFIED 13 
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Development 

People Environment 
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