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Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

BREAKFAST MEETING

Thursday, December 4, 2014

1. Call to order - Ralph Samuels, President

2. Head Table Introductions

3. Staff Report - Rick Rogers, Executive Director
4, Program and Keynote Speaker:

Nuclear Energy: Pursuing Low Cost Energy in Alaska

Marvin Yoder
Author and former local government administrator

Next Meeting:
Thursday, December 18: TBA

Please add my name to RDC’s contact list:

Name/Title:
Company:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

E-mail: Phone:

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: 907-276-0700 » Fax: 907-276-3887 » Email: resources@akrdc.org » Website: akrdc.org




ACTION ALERT
Outer Continental Lease Sale 193 SEIS
Deadline for Comment: Monday, December 22nd
Public Hearings: Anchorage: Monday, December 1%, Fairbanks: Thursday, December 4™

Despite repeated calls from the American public to increase domestic oil and gas production and
widespread support for developiment on Alaska’s Quter Continenta! Shelf, access to our abundant
U.S. Arctic offshore resources remains uncertain.

Recently, the federal Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) issued another draft
Supplemental Environmental Impact Statement (SEIS) for Chukchi Lease Sale 193, following
litigation that required the agency fo revise its study.

On November 7, 2014, BOEM initiated a 45-day public comment period for its draft SEIS on
Lease Sale 193. Swift finalization of this document and reaffirmation of the lease sale is critical
to preserving the opportunity to explore for Arctic resources. Leaseholders have waited more than
five years; it’s time for the federal government to move forward.

Energy development in Alaska has long faced significant opposition, and opposition groups are
mobilizing to generate tens of thousands of comments on this issue. Therefore, supportive
comments to BOEM are critical to ensuring that Lease Sale 193 moves forward. Please support
greater domestic energy production by writing to BOEM and expressing support for Lease Sale
193. The comment period closes on December 22, 2014.

Action requested:

A 45-day public comment period is currently underway and it will end Monday, December 22.
During this time, BOEM will hold five public hearings in Northwest Alaska and the North Slope
and one hearing in both Anchorage and Fairbanks. RDC encourages its members to participate in
the process by submitting comments and presenting brief testimony at a public hearing. BOEM
will accept comments on the SEIS through regulations.gov. The Draft Supplemental EIS is
available at: www.boem.gov/ak193/

In submitting your written comments at regulations.gov, in the field entitled, “Enter Keyword or
ID,” enter BOEM-2014-0078, and then click “search.”

SCHEDULE FOR PUBLIC HEARINGS (all hearings scheduled for 7 p.m. Alaska time)

Dec.1: ANCHORAGE -- Crowne Plaza Hotel, 109 W International Airport Rd. (This hearing
was originally scheduled to be held at the Loussac Library)

Dec. 3: BARROW -- Tlisagvik College

Dec. 4: FAIRBANKS -- Westmark Hotel

Points to consider in your comments and verbal testimony:

* The Bureau of Ocean Energy Management should expeditiously finalize the Supplemental
Environmental Impact Statement for Lease Sale 193, reaffirm Lease Sale 193, and allow
exploration activities to proceed.

* Lease Sale 193 has undergone exhaustive environmental review, and BOEM has once again
acknowledged that exploration can be done with minimal environmental impact. Alaskans
have proven that resource development can proceed in a way that protects the environment
while providing economic benefits and |mprov1ng the standard of living for Alaskans,
especially those living in the Arctic.




Alaska has enormous untapped oil and gas potential, especially in its offshore areas. The
Chukchi Sea, off Alaska's northwest coast, offers more resources than any other
undeveloped U.S. energy basin, and, according to experts, may be one of the largest
untapped oil and gas sources in the entire world,

An assessment by the U.S. Geolegic Survey concludes that about 30% of the world’s
undiscovered natural gas and 13% of its oil are located above the Arctic Circle, with Alaska
‘holding enough oil and natural gas to maintain production for “many years to come.”

A 2014 poll found that 73 percent of voters in Alaska support OCS development.

There has never been a blowout in the Alaskan or the Canadian Arctic. Since 1971, 84 wells
have been drilled in the Alaska OCS - all without incident. For drilling planned in the Chukchi,
the water depth is rather shallow — several hundred feet — and is akin to the near-shore
shallow-water Gulf of Mexico, where safe drilling practices have led to a long history of safe
operations.

The North Slope and its offshore are now perhaps the most studied energy basins in the
United States. In the past decade, over 250 studies have been funded in the Arctic, with the
majority focused on the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas.

Chukehi oil and gas resources are key to sustaining the Trans-Alaska Pipeline System
(TAPS) and protecting U.S. energy security.

TAPS is one of the [argest pipeline systems in the world and has transported more than 17
bitlion barrels of oil since it came online in 1977._At its peak, TAPS carried approximately 24
percent of domestic production to market ensuring West Coast residents received a stable
supply of domestic energy.

Due to declining rates of oil production in the onshore North Slope region, the pipeline now
carries an average of 540,000 barrels per day — down from peak ievels of nearly 2 million
barrels a day in 1988. Offshore resources are desperately needed to fill the pipeline and keep
TAPS flowing for decades to come.

A 2009 study by University of Alaska's Institute of Social and Economic Research and
Northern Economics found that new offshore energy production in the State of Alaska would
produce an annual average of 35,000 jobs — both directly and indirectly tied to the industry -
over the next 50 years for Alaska alone, with a total payroll of $72 billion over the 50-year
period.

A follow-up study in 2011 by the University of Alaska’'s Institute of Social and Economic
Research and Northern Economics estimated that the jobs and revenue impact from Alaska
OCS development on the lower-48 states would be even greater. Economic activity resulting
from OCS development in the Beaufort and Chukehi Sea could generate an annual average
of 54,700 jobs nafionwide, with an estimated cumulative payroll amounting o $145 billion
over the next 50 years.

Moreover, revenues generated from the development of Chukehi and Beaufort oil and natural
gas resources could amount to $193 billion in revenues to federal, state and local
governments over a 50-year period.

Since 2005, 680 leases have been awarded to companies interested in exploring for oil & gas
off the Alaska coasts. Despite years of applications for permits, community consultation,
environmental studies and analysis, and more than $3 billion in bonus payments to the
federal government and investment in technology, equipment and personnel, not one well
has been drilled to hydrocarbon depth as a result of Lease Sale 193.




When the federal government awards a lease and accepts payment, it has an obligation to
efficiently process permits within a reasonable time period.

The current regulatory structure and legal gamesmanship are preventing America’s ability to
access and develop some of its most promising natural resources at a time when America
needs jobs, economic growth, reduced dependency on foreign energy sources and a
dependable supply of affordable energy.




Testimony of Rick Rogers
Executive Director
Resource Development Council
On SEIS for Lease Sale 193
Anchorage, Alaska
December 1, 2014

Good evening. My name is Rick Rogers, Executive Director of the Resource
Development Council for Alaska, Inc.

RDC is a statewide organization made up of ail resource sectors, business
associations, labor unions, Native corporations, tourism providers, local governments and
individuals. RDC’s purpese is to encourage a strong, diversified private sector in Alaska
and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible development of our natural
resources.

Lease Sale 193 has undergone thorough environmental reviews and the Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management has once again acknowledged that exploration can take place
in the offshore waters 'of the Chukchi Sea with minimal environmental impact. RDC is"
confident that exploration, development, and production of cil and gas resources can
occur in the lease area in a responsible manner that protects the environment while
providing immense economic benefits and improving the standard of living for not only
Arctic residents, but all Alaskans.

Offshore development on current leases will provide much-needed jobs and
revenues to Alaskans. In addition to boosting economic growth, Alaskan offshore
development will help extend the life of the Trans-Alaska Pipeline, which continues to play
a critical role in our nation’s energy security.

The Alaska OCS is an important future source of U.S. energy supply. The potential
reserves offshore Alaska is more than all the current total proven U.S. conventional oil
reserves. Although domestic production has sharply increased over the past several years,
America is still importing significant volumes of oil at a great cost. Development of
Alaska’s Arctic resources would further reduce America’s reliance on foreign oil. It would
also generate hundreds of billions of dollars in government revenues.

The industry purchased leases in the Arctic in good faith, and Shell alone has
spent more then $6 billion on purchasing its leases and preparing to drill. After waiting
more than five years, leaseholders should be allowed to proceed with exploration efforts,

Alaskans agree that expioration, development, and production of offshore Arctic
energy resources should move forward. In a recent poll, 73 percent support OCS
development. ' ‘

In conclusion, the Arctic, both onshore and offshore, is now perhaps the most
studied energy basin in the U.S. More than 250 studies have been funded, with the
majority in the Beaufort and Chukchi Seas. Moreover, this area was safely explored and




drilled more than 20 years ago. '

RDC urges the Bureau of Ocean Energy Management to expeditiously finalize the
SEIS, reaffirm Lease Sale 193, and allow exploration to proceed.

Thank you.




ACTION ALERT

Overview:

The Tongass Advisory Committee (TAC) held its fourth meeting in Sitka to continue
discussions regarding a transition from primarily old growth to predominantly young
growth timber harvest on the Tongass National Forest. During a three-day meeting, the
committee discussed key issues that may inform the Tongass Land Management Plan
Amendment.

The TAC identified areas of common understanding, including the need for a predictable
supply of young growth timber; the importance of preserving infrastructure and expertise
appropriate to the pace and scale of implementation of the Forest Plan Amendment; and the
potential role for old growth timber harvest through the transition and for future niche
markets.

Action Requested

The Committee heard robust public comment both in person and in writing from special
interest groups and others urging for a movement away from logging in the Tongass. Given
the committee welcomes continued engagement from the public, RDC encourages its
members to provide positive comment supporting the timber industry to counter the large
volume of anti-timber comments received. Written comments should be submitted to Jason
Anderson, Designated Federal Officer, Tongass National Forest, P.0. Box 309, Petersburg,
Alaska 99833. Comments may also be submitted via email to jasonanderson@fs.fed.us or
via fax to 907-772-5895.

Points to consider for your comments

* The timber industry has long played a key role in the economy of Southeast Alaska.
A stable timber industry is an essential part of a balanced Southeast Alaska
economy. ,

* Access to renewable energy resources, timber, mining, recreation, subsistence, and
tourism has been severely limited by the 2008 Amended Forest Plan.

* Southeast Alaska benefits from many aspects of healthy forest management that
includes a vibrant timber industry.

* Ifthe Southeast Alaska economy is to continue to grow and strengthen, an increase
in the size of a sustainable timber industry is essential.

* With 17 million acres, there is room in the Tongass for the residents of Southeast
Alaska to earn a living on their lands.

* The residents employed in the Tongass timber industry add socio-economic value
and benefits to local communities. A diverse economy is essential to the region’s
long-term sustainability.

* Lastyear the timber industry in Southeast Alaska directly supported 325 direct jobs,
and $17 million dollars in wages. With an average wage nearly $10,000 higher than
the average private sector wage, these are important jobs that support families and
communities. _

* The timber industry also supported 105 federal jobs last year, with an associated
payroll of $8 million.




Using a jobs and wages multiplier of 1.5, the total economic impact of the timber
industry in Southeast Alaska last year was 645 jobs and $37.5 million in wages.
These are jobs and wages that disproportionately go to smaller, less wealthy
communities, underscoring the fact that these are jobs are critical to the economy.
The practice of silviculture, coupled with ongoing scientific research, helps protect
and nourish the forest ecosystem. Modern silviculture practices help ensure the
tradition of land stewardship will be passed down to future generations.

The timber and wood products industry of today is one that is operating at a high
level of environmental stewardship.

Logging and restoration contracts are being carried out with a high level of integrity
by experienced Southeast Alaska men and women that care about the region.
Southeast Alaska's timber workers have shown that timber harvesting can go hand
in hand with wildlife protection and that forest practices can be implemented to
protect cultural resources, enable wildlife, and improve the social well being of the
region and communities.

Despite the movement towards a transition to young growth, in order to be
economically viable the industry relies on old growth timber to form the backbone
both for local milling and log export programs.

Although a transition is underway, it will take 20-30 years before the Tongass can
reasonably transition to young growth.

The time period of the transition from old growth to second growth should be
modified to allow the bulk of second growth stands on the Tongass to achieve their
Culmination of Mean Annual Increment (CMAI) as required by the National Forest
Management Act, '

In the interim, economic old growth timber harvests should be allowed in a volume
sufficient to meet market demand for an integrated timber industry.

It is not enough to transition away from old growth without transitioning to a new
economically viable industry. The levels and locations of young growth are not yet
robust enough to support an industry. Old growth harvests must be continued until
the time that transition to new growth is practical.

A transition to young growth harvesting is going to require an investment in new
equipment and practices. The USDA needs to pioneer economically sustainable
markets in young growth products, provide resources for private industry to
transition, and somehow guarantee private industry that making these investments
is going to be economically beneficial in the long term

In order to support a viable timber manufacturing industry, there must be sufficient
timber supply to allow local mills to make a profit.

The current Tongass Land Management Plan (TLMP) has a maximum allowable
timber sale level of 267 million board feet (mmbf) annually. In 2013, just 16 mmbf
were sold in the Tongass.

Approximately 85% of all timber sales in the past 20 years have been halted or
delayed by lawsuits

An analysis of the last 51 lawsuits on timber sales in the Tongass show that these
lawsuits cost the Federal government nearly $100 million (after adjusted for
inflation) simply to carry out the NEPA process that these lawsuits trigger—at an
average cost of nearly $2 million each. These figures don’t include the cost of lost
business, bankruptcies, or the lost earning potential of the region’s workforce.




Of all the number of acres logged in Southeast Alaska over the past 60 years, only
2.5% of the Tongass has ever been cut since the industry began in earnest in the

- 1950’s.

The ultimate closure of the pulp mills and sawmills and the resulting Ioss of jobs
was caused by alack of timber supply, not markets.

Despite the size of the Tongass, the 2008 Tongass plan allows potential harvest on -
only 663,000 acres, about half of which is young-growth currently too young to
harvest responsibly.




National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration

National Marine Fisheries Service, Alaska Regional Office

NEWS RELEASE
December 2, 2014
Julie Speegle, 907-586-7032 w., 907-321-7032 c.

NOAA FISHERIES PROPOSES ARCTIC RINGED SEAL CRITICAL HABITAT, SEEKS PUBLIC
COMMENT

In December 2012, NOAA Fisheries declared four subspecies of
ringed seals, including the Arctic ringed seal in Alaskan waters,
as threatened or endangered under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA). After extensive input from local and state governments,
Native partners, and the pubfic to determine proposed critical
habitat areas, NOAA Fisheries today is releasing those proposed
designations for public comment. The proposed critical habitat
designation includes no regulatory restrictions, oenly a
consultation requirement for federal agencies. Arctic ringed
seals are also protected under the Marine Mammal Protection
Act.

The proposed critical habitat area in the northern Bering,
Chukchi, and Beaufort seas provides sea ice conditions that are
essential for the survival of Arctic ringed seals. The designation
of critical habftat areas, land or waker under United States
jurisdiction that includes habitat features essential to the
conservation of a threatened or endangered species, is required
for species listed under the ESA.

"After reviewing the best available information, our scientists
identified the habitat features that are essential for sustaining
Arctic ringed seals--a species that is likely to become
endangered in the foreseeable future due to climate change,” sald NOAA Fisheries Alaska regional administrator Dr. James Balsiger.
"We look forward to hearing from members of the public on this proposal.”

Map of proposed critical habitat

Ringed seals nurse and protect their pups in snow caves, which
are threatened by late ice formation in the fall, rain-on-snow
events in the late winter, earlier break-up of spring ice, as well
as decreasing snow depths, which are projected to be too
shallow for snow cave formation by the end of the century.
Ringed seals also rely on sea ice for extended periods during
molting, breeding, whelping, and nursing. Scientific evidence
shows that sea ice is projected to shrink both in extent and
duration in the future.

A critical habitat designation must be supported by a full
analysis of economic, national security, and other impacts. In
2012, the President directed that any future designations of
critical habitat carefully consider all public comments on
relevant science and economic impact, including those that
suggest methods for minimizing regulatory burdens. NOAA
Fisheries is releasing its draft analysis of these impacts for
review during the comment period. NOAA Fisheries is also
seeking input on whether any particular areas should be
considered for exclusion from the proposed critical habitat.




Upon designation of a critical habitat area, federal agencies are Photo of Ringed Seal

required to consult with NOAA Fisheries on actions they

authorize, fund, or carry out to ensure their actions are not likely to destroy or adversely modify critical habitat. Designation of
critical habitat would not affect subsistence harvest of ringed seals by Alaska Natives,

There will be a 90-day public comment period on the proposal and NOAA Fisherfes will socon announce locations and times for public
hearings. The agency will consider comments received as it develops the final critical habitat designation.

The public may submit comments, identified by FDMS Docket Number NOAA-NMFS-20 13-0114, via the Federal e-Rulemaking Portal
at www.regulations.gov

NOAA Fisheries will also accept written comments addressed to: Jon Kurland Assistant Regional Administrator for Protected
Resources Alaska Region NMFS Attn: Ellen Sebastian P.0O, Box 21668 Juneau, AK 99802-1668

For more information, visit http:/ falaskafisheries.noaa.gov/protectedresources/seals/ice.htm

NOAA's mission is to understand and predict changes in the Earth's environment, from the depths of the ocean to the surface of the
sun, and to conserve and manage our coastal and marine resources. Join us on Twitter, Facebook, Instagram and our other social
media channels at http:/ /www.noaa.gov/socialmedia.

To learn more about NOAA Fisheries in Alaska, visit alaskafisheries.noaa.gov or www.afsc.noaa.gov.

+ News Releases | Fisheries Information Bulletins

Site Map | Bisclaimer | Privacy Policy | Notice | Customer Survey | Webmaster

This is an official United States government website.,
The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's National Marine Fisheries Service is an agency of the U.S. Department of

_ Commerce.
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Water Docket

Environmental Protection Agency
Mail Code 2822T

1200 Pennsylvania Avenue NW.
Washington, D C 20460

Re: Attention: Docket ID No. EPA-HQ-0W-2011-0880
Via regulations.gov
To Whem It May Concern:

The Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. (RDC} is writing to comment on the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
(Corps) proposed rule defining the scope of waters protected under the Clean Water Act
[CWA).

RDC is an Alaskan business association comprised of individuals and companies from
Alaska’s oil and gas, mining, forest products, tourism and fisheries industries. RDC’s
membership includes Alaska Native Corporations, local communities, organized labor,
and industry support firms. RDC’s purpose is to encourage a strong, diversified private
sector in Alaska and expand the state’s economic base through the responsible
development of our natural resources.

RDC urges the EPA and Corps to withdraw the proposed rule for “water of the United
States.” (WOTUS), and halt efforts to further expand the EPA's jurisdiction of areas in
Alaska and across the United States. RDC has many concerns regarding the proposed
rule, including many Alaska-specific issues, as well as broader concerns at the national
level.

As the CWA triggers the onerous permitting process for areas in Alaska considered
“waters of the U.S,,” RDC is further concerned the broad expansion that will likely result
from this proposed rule will devastate the Alaskan economy.

The expense and uncertainty in the process for obtaining a permit under the CWA
discourages investment in Alaska, a place where the cost of doing business is already high
and the exireme weather conditions often delay or impact projects. The proposed rule
would significantly expand the scope of navigable waters subject to Clean Water Act
jurisdiction by regulating small and remote waters - many of which are in Alaska.

The proposal is too fluid, and asserts federal control over waters that were under
jurisdiction of Alaska and each individual state. Ultimately, WOTUS includes wetlands,
creeks, ponds, lakes, sloughs, and other wet areas. More resource and community

121 West Fireweed Lane, Suite 250, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: 907-276-0700 = Fax: 907-276-2887 » Email: resources@akrdc.org « Website: akrde.org




RDC comments on proposed WOTUS rule, Docket 1D no. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880 Page 2 of 4

development projects will be subject to additional lengthy and expensive federal permitting, likely without
added benefit to the environment.

Background

Alaska contains approximately 174 million acres of wetlands! (65% of the nation’s total), with nearly 809% of
the state underlain in permafrost. RDC is concerned about the potential vast consequences the proposed ruie to
define “waters of the United States” will have because of the immense wetlands and permafrost,

Alaska has 63% of the nation’s jurisdictional waters and is one-fifth of the U.S. land mass, yet EPA’s analysis for
the definition of WOTUS rule making did not include adequate analysis of Alaska. RDC is further concerned the
rule will result in disproportionate impacts to Alaska, and the agencies should address the flawed economic
analysis described in the rule. RDC's members, from oil and gas, to maritime, Alaska Native corporations, and
rural communities, will be unreasonably burdened by this proposed rule. Alaska and other states should have
the authority to develop land use practices and protections, not the federal government.

Clarifications and definitions

The following is an example of areas in the proposed rule where further clarity is necessary, as well as defined
examples for terms:

* The rule introduces terms such as "tributary,” “riparian area,” and “flood plain” and then defines these
terms extremely broadly, likely inferring large amounts of intrastate land and waters are always within
the agencies’ authority.

* The technical definition of permafrost as “soil and/or rock that has remained below 32°F for more than
two years, regardless if significant amounts of ice exist or not” will likely cause confusion for Alaska
when considering how EPA and the Corps use it to define WOTUS.

* The definition of a “significant nexus” remains unclear, and should have a specific definition applicable
to the distinct characteristics in Alaska. Additionally, “floodplain” and “adjacent waters” should be
clearly defined, as a “floodplain” could encompass all of the North Slope.

*  The rule should offer clarity on ditches and trenches, as well as snowpack, artificial ponds, and
ephemeral streams.

* Inregardsto “permafrost,” as the larger part of Alaska is considered permafrost, clarify if the inclusion
of permafrost would then put even more of Alaska under the CWA permitting regime.

*  Whether or not the rule would make industrial ditches into “tributaries,” where maintenance activities
in ditches and other “tributaries” would trigger costly dredge and fill permits.

Equally important is the inclusion and use of the best available science, as well as research that includes
temperate regions and is reflective of connections in an arctic environment.

Instead of allowing the science to be developed, peer-reviewed, and released for public review, the EPA
compiled a Draft Report on the Connectivity of Waters while developing this proposed rule. The draft scientific
report was released for public comment at the same time the EPA released the rule to the Office of Management
and Budget for inter-agency review. The Science Advisory Board had not finished its peer review, and the
public already began commenting,

1 Source: http://water.epa.gov/grants_funding/wetlands/facts/upload/alaska,pdf




RDC comments on proposed WOTUS rule, Docket ID no. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880 Page 3 of 4

Existing permits and regulations

The EPA and Corps should evaluate the potential impacts approval of the proposed rule will have on existing
permits and permit stipulations. The evaluation should be published with potential opportunities for
mitigation.

Given Alaska’s unique conditions, any revised or new guidance provided by the Corps should include regional
guidance with examples or case studies. Development of regional guidance should include broad participation
in the process from the regulated and regulatory communities. Likewise, the revised form the Corps and EPA
are developing for field regulators for documenting the assertion or delineation of CWA jurisdiction should be
specific to Alaska. Development of both national and regional forms should be a public process, open to review
and comment,

Agency guidance should recognize Alaska’s unique circumstances. While scarcity is an overriding concern
elsewhere in the nation, the sheer abundance of wetlands in Alaska is an important element to take into
consideration. Further, Alaska is a state with substantial, remote wetlands, Often there are challenges
associated with identifying a nexus to traditional navigable waters, especially in ice-rich regions. The limited
field season and the lack of understanding of functions for some types of Alaskan wetlands are two other
challenging elements that should he recognized.

Additionally, the proposed rule creates more confusion. It does not streamline the process, or provide
permitting clarity.

State jurisdiction

The State of Alaska should continue to have existing jurisdiction of waters without a new, additional level of
bureaucracy such as this proposed rule.

In the CWA, Congress granted the Corps and the EPA jurisdiction over “navigable waters,” defined in the Act as
“waters of the United States” without further clarification. The Act grants that all waters not regulated by the
federal government fall under the jurisdiction of state and local governments for protection.

Maps prepared by the EPA show that the rule will expand federal jurisdiction over waters from 3.5 million river
and stream miles to well over eight million river and stream miles, much of which is in Alaska.

Cost of permitting to public and private sectors

According to the Waters Advocacy Coalition, private and public sectors spend $1.7 billion a year to obtain
Section 404 permits. The timeline to obtain a 404 permit through the Corps takes an estimated 788 days, with
an average cost of over $271,000, excluding additional expenses such as mitigation.

Expanding jurisdiction will cause delays and increase construction costs. Expanding federal authority over
water and land use will increase the number of projects required to obtain a federal clean water act permit. The
expanded federal permitting process will slow economic growth by increasing the cost of and delay necessary
improvements to the public and private infrastructure that forms the foundation of our nation’s economy, such
as: highways, bridges, airports, schoals, and drinking and waste water facilities.

In addition to increased permitting costs, the cost of implementing expansion of the 404 section will
unnecessarily increase the federal government budget.




RDC comments on proposed WOTUS rule, Decket ID no. EPA-HQ-OW-2011-0880 Page 4 of 4

Impacts to future infrastructure, rural Alaska

Alaska, being a relatively young state with vast lands and few inhabitants, is mostly undeveloped. Alaska lacks
critical infrastructure for community and resource development. RDC is concerned the proposed rule will
further impact projects, given most of Alaska’s non-mountainous lands are or would be considered wetlands.

Rural Alaska, which has a vital need for improved infrastructure and projects, such as roadways, power lines,
and pipelines, will have to obtain additional permits and be under greater, yet unnecessary scrutiny in order to
be approved. RDC notes the impact will disproportionately affect rural Alaska, and in particular, Alaska Natives.

Furthermore, much of Alaska’s lands are already owned by the government, with less than one percent in
conventional private ownership. As alarge percent of wetlands is under public management, it's likely not to be
available for development nor for compensatory mitigation.

Under the proposal, even if a project can get a permit, businesses will likely have to agree to costly restoration
and/or mitigation projects. Moreover, the proposal does little or nothing to actually improve water quality.
Instead, it gives EPA and the Corps virtually limitless authority to control community and development projects,
especially in Alaska. This proposed rule is seriously legally flawed and again, RDC urges EPA and the Corps to
withdraw it.

Conclusion

In addition to the concerns listed in this letter, RDC urges you to consider and address the comments of the
Waters Advocacy Coalition, National Mining Association, American Exploration and Mining Association, the
Energy Producing States Coalition, and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce. These organizations have submitted
extensive technical comments detailing issues with legality, clarification, and implementation, and RDC urges
you to consider their recommendations.

If ultimately necessary, and to develop a balanced rule to continue to protect wetlands, RDC urges the EPA and
Corps to meet with Alaskans and stakeholders in other states. These groups can help the EPA and Corps better
understand what is already in place and effectively working in each state, while protecting the livelihood of
Americans. Itis in the best interest of all Alaskans to protect the lands and waters within Alaska’s borders.

RDC urges the EPA and Corps to improve and clarify the proposed rule to avoid litigation and unintended
consequences. In an effort te provide a better understanding of the potential impacts to Alaska, RDC
appreciates continued communications and opportunities to comment on the propoesed rule.

Sincerely,

Marleanna Hall
Projects Coordinator




Platinum Sponsors

BP Exploration {Alaska) Inc.
Cardno

CB&l

CH2M HILL

ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.
Donlin Gold

ExxonMohil

Kiewit Infrastructure West Company
Northrim Bank
TransCanada

VIP Reception Host
ExxonMaohbil

Lunch Sponsors
Holland America Line
Northrim Bank

Breakfast Sponsors
Geokinetics Inc.
Wells Fargo

Gourmet Break Sponsors
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.

Cruise Lines International Association Alaska

Steel Rives LLP

Espresso Stand Sponsors
Carlile Transportation Systems
Hecla Greens Creek Mining

Send-off Toast Sponsor
Alaska Oil and Gas Association

Centerpiece Sponsor
Alaska Airlines and Alaska Air Cargo

Name Tag Sponsor
ExxonMobit

Device Charging Sponsor
Verizon

Cosponsors

Aleut Corporation

American Marine International
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation
ASRC Energy Services

Brooks Range Petroleum

Caelus Energy Alaska, LLC
Calista Corporation

Chugach Alaska Corporation
Cook Inlet Region, Inc.

ERM

Fluor
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Hotel Captain Cook & the Voyager Inn
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Pacific Environmental Corporation
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Hilcorp Alaska LLC

Intertek

K&L Gates LLP

Kinross - Fort Knox

Morris Communications
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Peak Qilfield Service Company
Pebble Partnership

Perkins Coie LLP

Petro 49 Inc/Petro Marine Services
Petroleum News

Petrotechnical Resources of Alasks
Surnitome Metal Mining Pogo LLC
SWCA Environmental Consultants
Teamsters Local 959

TEMSCO Helicopters

Tesoro Alaska Company
Udelhoven Qiffield System Services
Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.

Underwriters

ABR, Inc.

AECOM

Agrium, Inc.

AIDEA

Alaska Communications

Alaska Energy Authority

Alaska Housing Finance Corporation
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Alaska Seafood Marketing Institute
Alaska USA Federal Credit Union

Anadarko Petroleum

Anchorage Sand & Grave!

Apache Corporation

Associated General Contractors of Alaska
Baker Hughes

BDO USA, Inc.

Beacon OHSS

Bradley Reid + Associates

Bristol Bay Native Corporation
Builders Cholce

Chevron

City of Seward

Coeur Alaska - Kensington Gold Mine
Conam Construction

Caonsumer Energy Alliance

GRW Engineering Group, LLC

Denali Drilling Inc.

DOWL HKM

EA Engineering Sclence, and Technology, Inc.
exp Energy Services, Inc.
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Flowline Alaska, Inc.

Global Diving & Salvage

Golder Associates

Granite Construction

Guerdon Enterprises LLC

Halliburton
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Key Bank
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Michael Baker Jr., Inc.
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N C Machinery/ N C Power Systems
NANA WorleyParsons

MNorth Star Equipment Servicaes
Northern Air Cargo
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Porcaro Communications
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Quantum Spatial, Inc.

Resource Data Inc.

SLR International Corporation
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Sourdough Express -
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Statoil

STEELFAB

STG Incorporated

Taku Engineering

TerraSond Limited

Totem Ocean Trailer Express, Inc.
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Alaska Resources 2014 Exhibitors

AECOM+URS

Afognak Leasing, LLC

Alaska Air Cargo

Alaska Airlines

Alaska Business Monthly
Alaska Dreams, Inc.

Alaska Earth Sciences

Alaska Energy Forum

Alaska Enterprise Solutions
Alaska Executive Search
Alaska Garden and Pet Supply
Alaska Packaging, inc.

Alaska Printer's Supply
Alaska Resource Education
Alaska Serigraphics

Alaska Textiles

Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
American Fast Freight

APICC

Arctic Marine Solutions

AT&T

Atco Structures

Beacon OHSS

Black Gold Qilfield Services
Builders Choice, Inc

Cardno

CCI Industrial, Inc.

CH2M HILL

CH2M HILL

Chenega Energy

Consumer Energy Alliance
Cook Inlet Region, Inc

Cruz Companies

Delta Leasing, LLC

Donlin Gold

Dowland Bach

E3 Consulting

EA Engineering, Science, and Technology, Inc.
Egli Air Haul :
Emerald Alaska, Inc.
Equipment Source, Inc.
Fairweather;, LLC

First National Bank Alaska
FlexStee] Pipeline Technologies
Fugro

GeoFORCEAlaska

Global Diving & Salvage, Inc.
Grouse Ridge Shooting Club
Guerdon Enterprises ELC
Hart Crowser

Al14 Horizon North Logistics

TO06 Judy Patrick Photography

4 Kakivik Asset Management, LLC
A07 KG Specialties

30 Klondike Advertising

*  Lockheed Martin (Aerial display)
48 Lynden

52 Mapmakers Alaska

37 Mckinley Services & Equipment
44  Mckinley Services & Equipment
55 Millennium Alaskan Hotel

A02 Morris Engineering Group, LLC
31 NANA WorleyParsons

32 NANA WorleyParsons

T01 Network Business Systems

43 North Star Equipment Services
A03 Northern Economics

10 Northern Industrial Training

1  Northrim Bank

2  Northrim Bank

Ti1 Northrim Benefits Group

T03 NOVAGOLD

57 Pentair Valves & Controls

51 Petroleum News

34 PND Engineers, Inc,

3 Quantum Spatial, Inc.

A16 Ruen Drilling, Inc.

53 Samson Tug & Barge

50 Shoreside Petroleum

A27 Simmons Hospitality Alaska

40 Sockeye Business Solutions

A24 SolstenXP

T02 Sophie Station

49  Spill Shield

A1 Stellar Designs

T09 Super Structures Worldwide and Camp Facilities
A22 SWCA Environmental Consultants
T10 TecPro Ltd

54 TEMSCO Helicopters

A23 TerraSond Limited

23 TexRUs

7  Totem Ocean Trailer Express

36 TransGroup Worldwide Logisitics
108 UAF-Rural Alaska Honors Institute (RAHI)
A09 Verizon

A15 Visit Anchorage

T04 Waste Management

24  Weston Solutions

33 WHPacific, Inc.

A08 Williams Scotsman




Growing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

RDC 35t Annual Alaska Resources Conference - Raffle Prize Winners
Drawing was November 20, 2014

Grand Prize Seven day cruise for two!
Donated by Holland America Line
Won by Greg LeBeau

Round Trip Tickets for Two
Donated by Alaska Airlines
Won by John MacKinnon

Round Trip Train Tickets for Two
Donated by Alaska Railroad Corporaticn
Won by Lonnie Foreman

$250 Gift Card for Alyeska Resort {Two)
Donated by Global Diving & Salvage, Inc.
Won by Charles Bell, Joe Lepley

Chainsaw :
Donated by Kencor Forest Products
Won by Ben Mohr

Private, behind the scenes tour for 12 people
Donated by the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
Won by Sara Peiman

Caribou Pelt
Donated by the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center
Won by Lindsey Spinelli

Xerox 6015 COLOR Multifunctional Printer
Donated by Alaska Enterprise Solutions
Won by Tom Barrett

Framed Aerial Photograph
Donated by Quantum Spatial, Inc.
Won by Mark Toskey

Seattle Helitours Flightseeing Tour
Donated by Westward Fishing Company
Won by Ben Mohr

Four Hours of IT Support
Donated by TRU Information Technology
Won by Dale Snyder

Arctic Slope & Beaufort Sea Qil & Gas Activities Map
Donated by Mapmakers Alaska
Won by Barb Fullmer

Grove RT540 Hydraulic Medel Crane
Donated by North Star Equipment Services
Won by Troy Gray

Logo Gear (Two sets}
Donated by Morris Engineering Group, LLC
Won by Heather March, Brett Huber

@ Holland America Line

A Signature of Excellence

Pluche 0il Rig Design Blanket
Donated by Maria Talasz
Won by David Quandt

Alaslka Gift Basket
Donated by Visit Anchorage
Won by John Boyle

One-night Stay for Two
Donated by Sheraton Anchorage Hotel
Won by Sean Magee

25,000 Alaska Airlines Miles (Twao)
Donated by GCI Industrial Telecom
Won by Melissa Kookesh, Wendy Lindskoog

Choice Encounter for Four Adults
Donated by the Alaska Sealife Center
Won by Tryna Blumer

$250 Sleep Comfort Gift Certificate (Two)
Donated by Sleep Comfort by Nerlands
Won by Ingrid Klinkhart, Joe Matthis

Ten Pounds of Alaskan King Crab
BDonated by Westward Seafoods
Won by Vernon Chimegalrea

Glacier Cruise out of Seward
Donated by Major Marine Tours
Won by Cari-Ann Ketterling

Glacier Cruise out of Whittier
Donated by Major Marine Tours
Won by Josie Hickel

$100 Gift Basket from Modern Dwellers Chocolate
Donated by Alaska Business Monthly
Won by Tom Mason

Vintage Willamette Valley Wines (2006-2008) and
Surprise Limited Edition Beer

Donated by ARCTOS

Won by Dave Myers

Thank you raffle donors, board members,
and ticket purchasers - you help RDC
Grow Alaska through responsible resource
development!




To_m’ak‘e a nomination for any
of 1 hese awards please contact




THE ALASKA

Nominations open

%ﬁﬂﬁ through December 8th

@d‘ 2015 Alaska Ocean
Leadership Awards

The Alaslka Ocean Leadership Awards were established as annual awards to encourage and give recognition
to outstanding achievements related to ocean sciences, education and resource management in Alaska.

To be awarded at the Alaska Marine Science Symposium ~ January 19, 2015

Marine Research Award
$1000 cash prize

Sponsored by: Drs. Clarence Pautzke
and Maureen McCrae

Marine Science Outreach Award
(Formerly Ocean Literacy and Ocean Media Awards)
$1000 cash prize

Co-Sponsored by: Alaska Ocean Observing System
and University of Alaska,

School of Fisheries and Ocean Sciences

Awarded to a scientist, team of scientists or an institution that is
acknowledged by peers to have made an original breakthrough
contribution to any field of scientific knowledge about Alaska’s oceans.
2010 Recipient: Dr. Gordon Kruse

201 1 Recipient: Dr. Jeremy Mathis

2012 Recipient: Jan Straley

2013 Reciplent: Drs. Katrin Hken, Brenda Konar, Russ Hopcroft and Bodhil Bluhm

2014 Recipient: Dr.Tom Weingartner

Awarded to a person, team or organization that has made an outstanding
contribution to ocean literacy via formal or informal education, media or
other communications about Alaska’s marine ecosystems.

Ocean Literacy Ocean Media
2010 Recipient: Kenat Fjords Tours 2010 Recipient: Elizabeth Arrold

Marine Science Explorer Program 201 [ Recipient: Marine Conservation Alliance
201! Recipient: Elizabeth Trowbridge - CACS 2012 Recipient: Deborah Mercy

2012 RECl'prnt' Kurt Byers & Sea Grant Staﬁ' 2013 Redpjen[: Thomas Litwin and
2013 Recipient: Benita Nelson Lawrence Hott

Marine Science Outreach
2014 Recipient: Laurie “Poppy” Benson

To be awarded at the Alaska Marine Gala ~ Feb

Walter J. & Ermalee Hickel's

Lifetime Achievement Award
$1000 cash prize

Sponsored by: Governor Walter |.

and Ermalee Hickel

Stewardship and
Sustainability Award

Sponsored by: Jason Brune

Ocean Youth Award
$500 cash prize
Sponsored by: Dale Hoffman

ruary 21, 2015

Awarded to an individual or institution that has made an exceptional
contribution to management of Alaska’s coastal and ocean resources
over a period of 20 or more years.

2010 Recipient: Senator Ted Stevens and Dr.Vera Alexander

2011 Rediplent: Dr. Clarence Pautzke

2012 Recipient: Caleb Pungowiyi

2013 Recipient: ClementV,Tillion

2014 Recipient: Stan Stephens

Awarded to an industry initiative that demonstrates the highest
commitment to sustainability of ocean resources,

2010 Recipient: The Marine Conservation Alliance

2011 Recipient: Shell Alaska Yenture

2012 Recipient: North Pacific Fishery Management Council

2013 Recipient: Helland America Line

2014 Recipient: Pollock Conservation Cooperative Research Center

Awarded to an individual or team of Alaskan youth ages 12-19 who has
displayed a dedication to promoting the understanding and stewardship
of Alaska’s oceans.

2013 Recipient: Ahmaogak Sweeney

2014 Recipient: Pribifof Student Marine Research Student Team




