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Regulatory Framework 
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Designating Endangered  
Species in Alaska 

•  Humpback whale 
•  Beluga whale 
•  Fin whale 
•  Bowhead whale 
•  Steller sea lion 
•  Blue whale 
•  Right whale 
•  Sei whale 
•  Aleutian shield fern 
•  Short-tailed albatross 

•  Polar bear 
•  Spectacled eider 
•  Steller’s eider 
•  Northern sea otter 

•  Pacific walrus 
•  Yellow-billed loon 
•  Kittlitz’s murrelet 
•  Marbled murrelet 
•  Ice seals (4 species) 
•  SE Alaska herring 

Endangered Threatened Under Consideration 



Designating Endangered  
Species in Alaska 



Hoops & Hurdles 
Not exclusive to the mining industry 



NGO’s - Opposition Through Litigation 



NGO’s - Opposition Through Litigation 

Feb. 16, 2010 -  vs. Red Dog and EPA re: NPDES permit reissuance   

Jan. 8, 2010 -  vs. DNR’s Beaufort Sea Areawide Oil & Gas lease sale   

Jan. 6, 2010 -  vs. Alaska Railroad & Aurora Energy Services 

Jul. 29, 2009 -  vs. DNR re: constitutionality of Pebble exploration permits 

Apr. 8, 2009 -  vs. Alaska Board of Game re: wolf/bear hunting on state land 

Dec. 15, 2008 -  vs. Unocal and EPA re: reissuance of water discharge permit 

Dec. 4, 2008 -  vs. EPA re: decision to give AK authority to issue/enforce 
   permits under the CWA  

Nov. 14, 2008 -  vs. Kensington requesting ban of mining discharge in US 
   waters 

Oct. 17, 2008  vs. National Marine Fisheries Service re: beluga whale listing 



•  2006 - $2.1 billion OCS lease purchase 
•  $1 billion investment to pursue project 
•  2007 - Lawsuit filed by Alaska Wilderness League, 

Natural Resource Defense Council 
•  2007 - Shell cancels exploration program; 

 -$200 million 
•  2008 - Shell cancels exploration program;  

 -$108 million 

NGO’s - Opposition Through Litigation 



•  $600 million invested 
•  400 direct new jobs 
•  100+ support jobs 

NGO’s - Opposition Through Litigation 



NGO’s - Opposition Through Litigation 

Red Dog Mine 



National Unemployment &  
Home Sales 



“Obtaining the permits and 
approvals needed to build a mine 
in the U.S. takes an average of 
seven years, among the longest 
wait time in the world.” 

“In Australia, a huge mining center, 
the process takes an average of 
one to two years.” 

“Australia and Canada have 
environmental laws for mine 
building that are on par with U.S. 
rules.” 

Federal Permitting 



Federal Permitting 



Hoops & Hurdles 
Not exclusive to Alaska 



NGO’s - Opposition Through Litigation 



Project No Project 
•  Hook Canyon Hydropower Project, Utah 

 Opposition: Environmentalists, NGO’s 
 Status: Dead 

•  Pelican Island LNG, Texas 
 Opposition: Environmentalists, NGO’s 
 Status: Dead 

•  Tondu/MSWDC Northern Lights Coal Project, Michigan 
 Opposition: NGO’s 
 Status: Dead 

•  TrAIL Project, Pennsylvania and Virginia 
 Opposition: NGO’s 
 Status: Indeterminate 



NGO’s 

World Wildlife Fund 

Top salary + compensation 

$486,394 

Environmental  

Defense Fund 

Top salary + compensation 

$496,174 

Natural Resources 

Defense Council 

Top salary + compensation 

$432,959 



The NIMBY Mindset 



The NIMBY Mindset 



Doom, Gloom  
& Misinformation 



The World is Out of Balance 

Developers 

Risk 

Rewards 

Appeals & Litigation 
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Rewards 

Risk 

The World is Out of Balance 
Appeals & Litigation 



What the Hell Are the Solutions? 


