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Crowing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development
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Thursdãy, October 4t 2OO7

1)Call to order - John Shively, President
2) Self I ntrod uctions
3) Headta ble Introd uctions
4)Staff Report - Jason Brune, Executive Director
5)Program and Keynote Speaker:

TeckCominco In Alaska
Karl Hannemafl, Manager, Public &

Envi ron mental Affa irs, TeckCominco

Next Meeting: October 18: What Does The Future Hold For Oil & Gas In
Alaska? Marilyn Crockett, Executive Director, Alaska Oil and Gas Association
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Crowing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

Staff Renort - October 4. 2007

. RDC Executive Director Brune attended the joint House ResourcesÆisheries committee hearings in Iliamna and King Salmon on

Sept. 24-25. The purpose of these hearings was to hear local input on HB 134, a bill that would have significant impacts on all future

development in the Bristol Bay region, including Pebble. RDC testified in opposition to this bill during the last legislative session.

. Governor Palin's plan for yet another tax increase on the oil industry -- ACES (Alaska's Clear and Equitable Share) -- will be front

and center in the special session that is scheduled to begin October l8 in Juneau. RDC members are deeply concerned that this

proposed third increase in taxes in three years sends the wrong message to current and prospective investors in Alaska, especially as

production continues to decline. During the session, RDC will send out daily updates to its members and will be actively engaged

throughout the process. Copies of the draft bill are included at your tables.

. RDC staff and Board members attended the North Slope Borough's Oil and Gas Forum in Barrow September 20-21 . RDC assisted

the borough in developing portions of the program and Executive Director Brune served as a moderator for one of the sessions.

. RDC Board members traveled to the Matanuska-Susitna Borough last week for the RDC 2007 Community Outreach Tour. The tour

included Port MacKenzie,localdairy and vegetable farms, the Wilder Construction gravel operations, the Historic Independence

Mine State Park, the West Coast Tsunami Warning Center, the Musk-Ox Farm and other sites in Wasilla. The Board received

briefings from the borough, as well as other public and private entities.

. TeckCominco's request to extend mining of zinc and other minerals near the Red Dog Mine has initiated the review of the 1984

Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) and a Supplemental EIS (SEIS) is being prepared. The SEIS will include review and/or

modification of EPA and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers permits. According to the scoping process, mining of the Aqqaluk Deposit

would begin approximately in 2010, using the same facilities and much of the same waste stockpile areas as the current mine. There

are no proposed changes to the water treatment systems in place, nor to the discharge locations. The Aqqaluk Deposit would extend

the mine site life to 203 1. RDC staff attended a scoping meeting this week in Anchorage. Comments are due October 15.

. Usibelli Coal Mine has applied to DNR to expand its operations west from its existing Two Bull Ridge Mine northeast of Healy.

Staff is compiling a letter of support for the expansion. Comments are due October 17.

. Comments are being accepted on the recent U.S. Geological Survey and U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service reports predicting polar bears

will be gone from Alaska within 50 years. The newly-released information, presented to the Service in the form of nine

administrative reports, will be considered within the context of the Service's one-year review of listing the polar bear under the

Endangered Species Act. Comments are due October 22.

. The Bureau of Land Management is accepting comments on its NortheastNational Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A) Draft
Supplemental Integrated Activþ Plan/Environmental Impact Statement. RDC has released an action alert on this important issue

which is included in the packet. The comment deadline has been extended to November 6.

. RDC's 28th Annual Conference, Alaska Resources 2008, willtake place on November l4-15 at the Sheraton Anchorage Hotel.

Please contact staff to help support this event and the mission of RDC to Grow Alqske Through Responsible Resource Development.

A draft agenda and an updated list ofsponsors are included in the packet.

Upcoming Events of Note:
October I I Alaska Journal of Commerce/Alaska State Chamber Forum on Oil Production Decline and Alaska Tax Policy

October l5-18 Institute of the North's Arctic.Energy Summit, Anchorage (info in packet)

October l7-19 Alaska Forest Association 50tn Annual Meeting, Ketchikan (info in packet)

October l8-November 16 Special Legislative Session to discuss oil and gas taxes, Juneau

October 22-27 AlaskaFederation of Natives Convention, Fairbanks
November 7-9 Alaska Miners Association Convention, Anchorage (info in packet)

November 14-15 RDC's Annual Conference, Alaska Resources 2008, Anchorage (info in packet)

121 West Fireweed, Suite 25O Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2035
Phone:907 1276-0700 Faxl-907 1276-3887 Email: Resou¡ces@akrdc.org Website: www.akrdc.org
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Red Dog's main pit is where zinc
and lead are mined by cutting

"benches" in the rock. IDAROÀ/
DEAN / Daily News archive)
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EPA pulls Red Dog water Perm¡t
APPROVED EARLIER: Agency decides on more review before mine can expand.

By ELIZABETH BLUEMINK
ebluemink@adn.com

(Published: October 3, 2007)

The state's largest mine is pursuing an expansion that could keep the
economy of Northwest Alaska buzzing for two more decades.

But first, the Red Dog zinc mine expansion must pass a gantlet of
scrutiny from environmental regulators and nearby village residents,
who want the company to resolve their water pollution concerns first.

The project is facing more hurdles than Teck Cominco, the mine's
operator, expected. Last week, federal regulators withdrew their
approval of a controversial item -- Red Dog's permit for water
pollution discharges -- adding it to the lengthy review they will
conduct before allowing the expansion.

A thorough review is good, but the delay meanS greater uncertainty
about the mine's future, said Red Dog environmental superintendent
Jim Kulas.

The largest private employer in the Northwest Arctic borough, Red

Dog is a mainstay of the region's economy. The mine's payments to
the borough helped build schools throughout the region.

Red Dog's zinc is used to galvanize steel. One of its biggest
customers is the auto industry. Teck also extracts lead and silver
from the mine. Due to recent high prices for minerals, the value of
Red Dog's output last year topped $1 billion -- dwarfing the combined
output of all Alaska gold mines.

But the main ore body for the 18-year-old mine will be exhausted in

20t2.If the expansion into a new ore deposit -- just a stone's throw
from the current one -- is approved, the mine could continue
operating until 2031, according to Teck and federal regulators.

The best-case scenario for the mine: The water-quality dispute with
Kivalina and permitting problems that have bedeviled Red Dog for
years will get resolved before the remote mine, located above the
Arctic Circle, runs out of ore.

The worst-case scenario: The dispute doesn't get resolved before the
ore runs out, possibly causing the mine to suspend operations, lay off
workers and cut off millions of dollars in royalties to the Kotzebue-
based NANA Regional Corp. Inc, and other Native corporations that

http:/ /www.adn.com/ money/ industr¡es/minind/v-pr¡nter/story 19349854p-926434Ôc.htm I Paþe 1 of 3
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get a cut of Red Dog's profits.

The EPA is holding a series of educational meetings and publ¡c
hearings this week around Alaska to discuss the mine expansion.

Kulas wouldn't speculate on what the future holds for Red Dog, but a
state official said last week the mine could be in a tough spot.

WORLD'S LARGEST ZINC MINE

Red Dog is an open-pit mine carved out of NANA-owned land in the
western foothills of the Brooks Range, about 59 miles inland from the
Chukchi Sea and 82 miles north of Kotzebue.

A joint venture of Teck and NANA, Red Dog is the largest lead and
zinc mine in the world.

l0l03l2OO7 02:54 PM

The new ore deposit Teck is eyeing contains an estimated 56 million
metric tons of lead and zinc. About 16 million tons remain to be
mined from Red Dog's main ore deposit,

While the mine expansion hasn't been a focal point for controversy so far, Red Dog has faced plenty of
other environmental troubles:

. Studies show that dust from mine operations has deposited zinc and other heavy metals on plants
near the mine road and the port, and the company has had to make some significant changes to
reduce the dust hazard.

. The massive amount of heavy metals mined from Red Dog each year makes it the biggest source of
toxic releases in the country, according to U.S. Environmental Protection Agency statistics.

. Kivalina residents have sued Red Dog over repeated violations of its water-discharge permit over the
last five years. The violations total in the hundreds. The Kivalina village government and several
environmental groups have protested recent plans to bring Red Dog into compliance,

PERMIT DELAYS

The groups' efforts seem to have been successful.

Last Friday, the EPA made a rare decision: it pulled the water-pollution discharge permit it recently had
decided to reissue to Red Dog.

The permit was designed to bring Red Dog into compliance with federal water quality requirements for
the first time in years.

Kivalina leaders and environmental groups had appealed the permit to an EPA review board, arguing it
violated federal law,

The permit would have relaxed Red Dog's pollution discharge limit for dissolved solids, created by adding
lime to treat acidity. EPA officials withdrew it before the board took any action.

The agency said its analysis for the permit was partially flawed because it used historical assumptions
rather than current data on water use and dust emissions at the mine, an EPA official said Monday.

"This was a very difficult decision for us because we feel the permit itself is a strong permit and is
based on strong sc¡ence," said Patricia McGrath, an EPA project manager based in Seattle.

http:i /www.adn.com/money/ industries/mininçj/v-printer/story 19349854p-926434óc.html Page 2 of 3
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The agency will merge its review of the water permit with an env¡ronmental-impact analysis for the
mine expansion/ resulting in a large new study detailing alternatives of how to proceed with the
expansion. The study could be ready for public scrutiny in a couple of years.

The decision to withdraw the permit pleased Kivalina's attorneys.

"I think the main problem is that Teck Cominco has refused to follow the law, and that scofflaws should
not be granted new permits," said Luke Cole, a San Francisco-based attorney with the Center for Race,
Poverty and the Environment, who is handling the suit.

DRINKING WATER CONCERNS

The permit delay has created some concern about whether Red Dog can extend its operations in a
"timely manner," said Tom Crafford, the large mines permit coordinator for the state Department of
Natural Resources.

That's less of a concern to Kivalina leaders and some environmental groups worried about pollution.

Kivalina is on a barrier island north of the mine's port and gets its subsistence fish and drinking water
from the Wulik River' The mine discharges treated wastewater into Red Dog Creek, a Wulik trib-utary.

For years, water tests have shown the Wulik meets drinking water standards.

But as long as the mine discharges its treated waste into the village drinking water supply, Kivalina
residents will fear for their health, said Enoch Adams, deputy mayor. "It's a t'ruge sticking point in a lot
of people's minds," Adams said.

There is no proof so far of harm from the mine's water discharges, and according to state officials, the
company's water treatment has allowed fish to flourish where natural levels of toxic metals previously
killed them off.

One possible remedy sought by Kivalina -- piping the wastewater to the Chukchi Sea -- might have
merit, Kulas said.

But the remedy may turn out to be equally controversial, he said. To get to the ocean, the pipe would
have to cross through the cape Krusenstern National Monument, he sãid.

Find Elizabeth Bluemink online at adn.com/contact/ebluemink or call ZS7-43L7.

For more information on the Red Dog expansion plan and public meetings scheduled in Northwest Alaska
villages this week, visit www.reddooseis.com

@ içþsurgerL

Copyright @ 2OO7 The Anchorage Daily News (www.adn.com)
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Seawall fails, but Kivalina residents go home
EROSION: Storm ate away about 1O feet of beach.

By BETH BRAGG
bbragg@adn.com

(Published: September 14, 2007)

Kivalina residents chased away by flood warnings began trickling back home Friday
morning after the season's first storm died down, ending its assault on a frail
seawall guarding the northwest coastal village.

"We've already received the first planeload and receiv¡ng another here shortly,"
Mayor Austin Swan said. "I just talked to my brother-in-law, one of the evacuees.
He's home."

About B5 Dercent of the town's 330 residents fled late Wednesday and early
Thursday as high winds whipped the Chukchi Sea and sent waves crashing onto
the narrow barrier reef island where Kivalina is located. Only 46 people were in
town Thursday night.

The seawall was breached Thursday night, Swan said, and the storm ate about 10
feet of beach in a place that's been hit hard by erosion in recent years' About 100
to 110 feet of the town's 600-foot beachfront have disappeared into the ocean in
the last four or five years, making Kivalina one of coastal Alaska's most imperiled
villages due to erosion.

Vice mayor Enoch Adams Jr. said representative from Homeland Security were
expected to visit the village sometime Friday to access damage to the seawall. He
estimated that about 500 supersacks fortifying the wall were lost to the sea. About
the same number of the 3,600-pound sandbags were added to the wall. "Some
were replacing lost bags, about half, and the other half were to stabilize parts
where we saw a weakening of the wall," Adams said.

Residents who stayed behind had a sleepless night Wednesday as more than 250
residents escaped on plane to Kotzebue, on four-wheelers and buses to the Red
Dog Mine, and on riverboats to inland hunting and fishing camps. By Thursday
night, when sustained winds of 30 to 40 mph came from the south, sending waves
against the seawall, the village was a quiet, empty place.

"When we would see a person walking, we noticed them right away," Adams said'
"Hey -- someone's in town!"

Planes were expected to bring more than 100 residents home from Kotzebue
through the day. Another 130 were at the Red Dog Mine, where officials hoped to
get the oldest and youngest out on a plane; others were expected to return on
four-wheelers. "The hustle and bustle will finally come back," Adams said.

Find Beth Bragg at adn.com/contact/bbragg.

Copyright @ 2OO7 The Anchorage Da¡ly News (www.adn.com)
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The Coast Guard is monitoring fuel facilities
in Kivalina near the Red Dog Mine on the
Chukchi Sea, about 80 miles northwest of
Kotzebue. On Sept. 13, 2007, fall storms
were eroding the shoreline, creating the
potential for an oil spill from the Alaska

V¡llage Electr¡cal Cooperative tank farm.
(Photo courtesy of Rural Alaska Fuel

Servrbes)

The Coast Guard is monitoring fuel facilities
in Kivalina near the Red Dog Mine on the
Chukchi Sea, about 80 miles northwest of
Kotzebue. On Sept. 13, 2007, fall storms
were eroding the shoreline, creating the
potential for an oil spill from the Alaska

Village Electrical Cooperative tank farm.
(Photo courtesy of Rural Alaska Fuel

Services)
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Dcar Kensington Supportcrs:

I anr pleascd to once again provide all ofyou an eurail updatc on out'work at Kensingtolì.

As the rvcathc¡ changcs and thc longcr days bcgin to fade, wc are vigilantly preparing fbr the fàll rairts ancl

rvinter season as it approachcs. Tlre ¡nill and relatcd sulfacc facil ities are now I 007o complete, as is the

tundcrground tr¡¡nel conuccting thc CÕrnct portal rvith thc Jualin mill I'acilitics aûd construclioll of the rvatcr
trcatmcut plant upgrâdc. We are norv rvcll poiscd to movc forward toward production dunng fhe coldcr
¡\laskan rvinier months. As you knorv. we rvould like {o bc rvorking on a tailings iicility. Thc Ninth Circuit
Court of Appeals continucs its revicw of thc Pctition t'or Rchcaring filcd by thc fcdc.ral agencics, Coeur Alaska,
the Stâtc ofAìaska and Goldbelt, hrc. Scacc's rcsponses to thosc Pctitions are duÊ mid-Octobcr.
Furthennorc, as Scacc, Sicrra Club and Ly'nn Canal Ct¡nscrvation havc offcred publicly to mcet \\'ith
Cocur to furthcr discuss Kensiugton's plans, w,e have accepted that invitation and mcctings arc bcing
planned at this tinìc.

With thc changc in thc scasons, we also hal,c a fèw changcs in statlìng to poisc us f'or production.

You mry havc rnct Richald Wcston, Coeur's Sr. Vicc Prcsidc¡rt ol Opcrations, as hc has been to Juncau
on scvcral occasions alrcady. Richard will or.crsce all olC'ocur's urining opcrations, inclucling Kcnsingtott.
Rcccntly, Tom Flcndcrson. a namc you nìay alread.v* know as a pÍìrt of our kcy nìanagcrnent tcam, was
promotcd to Director of Opcratìons t'or Cocur Alaska. -l'om 

h¿ts beùn Minc lVfanagcr at the
Kensingtorr lvliuc sincc hiring on rvith thc Company in late 2006. Prior to this hc rvas miling rììanagcr at

thc Robinson fufilrc in Ruth, Ncvada. Torn gairred considcrablc operating cxpcricnce at tlìc Grasbcrg minc
in Iudonesia ¿rs well as othcr rnincs in Ncvatla and ldaho. Ile rcccivcd his MB¡\ fiom Regis Univcrsity in
Dcnver and his rnining cnginecring dcgree liorn the Ulivcrsity ofldaho. Torn brilgs urorc thatr twctìÎy-niltc
years of mrning opcrations cxpcricncc to his lcw position. This is a great position f'or Tonr's lcadcrship
nou, thaf produc-tion is imrtinenl.

During this timc of shifTing from mine devclopnìcnt to prociuction. rvc also artnot¡ttcc that Tini A¡nold has

rnatlc a decision to leavc Cocur to scck ncw opportunitics. -Iim's ellorts.rnd dcdication in lvorking
han<l-ilr-hand rvith thc construction team ofover400 strong to build thc rnine and nlill, and his morc
rccent cfi'orrs to build thc production teâtn are grcatly iìppreciatcd. Tiul has bccn such a huge contributor
to our positioning f'or production, and thc cntire Kcnsington Tcarn rvish hirn all the bcst in his nes, cncleavors.

Additionally Cocur Alaska has addcd twenty ncrv cmployces to onr curployrncilt lolls al thc mine sincc
niid-su¡mner. Thcsc ncrv employees r.vcrc hircd fiom Southcasf Alaska cornmr¡nities including Angoon,
I'laincs, Kakc, Kluklvan, and Ji.mcau:

Surfacc EquiptncDt Operatol
Mill Operatol
Surfàcc Equip Opcrâtor Traincc
Elcctrician
Elcctrici¿ur
lV{ill Opcrator
lvlechanic
Mill Operator
Surf'acc Equip Opcralor Traincc
Surlhcc' Equip Opcralot Traincc
r\fill 0pcrator
Mincr
UG Mine Trainec
Mill Operator
Surfãcc Equipment Operator
UC Minc Traince
Surlacc Equipmcnt Op(}ral.or
Mincr
Electrician

Kcnsington continuc's to bcncfit franr tl.re unwavcring support of thc ruany Soutltcast Alaska civic. Native,
state and national organizations. This support is lnore impoñant than evcr in bringing rcsolution to the

taililgs plan issuc. Recently, wc rvere humblcd by the arnazing shorv ofsupport bythe Central Couticil
Tlingit & Haicla Indian Tribes of Alaska and Alaska Nativc Brotherhood Grancl Carnp. Thcse trvo
organizations issued lcttcrs ofsupporl and published formal ads in suppof ofthc Kcnsington Projccf
nnd urging a resolutit¡n to the tailings dispute.

Wc rvill, ofcourse, kccp all ofyou posted as rve contini¡e our deterrnined quùst to production. Thank
you l'or your continucd support.

Rick Richins
Spccial Projects
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE No. O7-199

Note: Revenue Commissioner Pat Galvin will be available to answer questions on
the ACES bill on Tuesday, october 2, 2oo7, in the Governor's Anchorage
conference room, 17th floor Atwood Building. For reporters who are unable to
attend in person, a teleconference has been arranged. The teleconference number
is 1-8OO-315-6338. The access code is O2O2#.

Governor Releases Draft ACES B¡ll

October 2,2007, Anchorage, Alaska - Governor Sarah Palin yesterday released to members
of the Legislature the draft bill that would replace the current Petroleum Profits Tax with a
new production tax - Alaska's Clear and Equitable Share, or ACES. This release, 17 days
before the beginning of the legislative special session, will allow additional time for the
public and members of the Legislature to review the bill prior to the start of the special
session. The final bill will be introduced in the state House and Senate on October 18, the
first day of the special session. During the next two weeks, the Administration plans to hold
town hall meetings to explain the plan and work with the Legislature on comm¡ttee
hearings.

The draft bill codifies the principles set out in the Governor's September 4,2007, ACES
announcement. As promised, the draft bill provides a more transparent tax system and
increases public confidence by improving the state's audit function, providing for forward-
looking cost data from producers and economic information sharing between the state
departments of Revenue and Natural Resources and the public. The bill aims to clearly
establish the value of oil produced in Alaska and how the state and producers of that oil will
share that value. There are a variety of improvements to the State's authorities to protect
Alaskans' interests. Among other changes, the ACES plan removes the deduction for
producers who fail to maintain pipelines and other infrastructure.

The draft bill is available at http://www.qov.state.ak.us/aces/ or you may call the
Department of Revenue to have a paper copy mailed to you at (907) 46s-23or.

.1+ 1+ 1+
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What You Can Do
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. Conloct lhe Admini slrolion
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Did you knowl

Daily oil production has plummeted 650é,

from more than 2 million belrr€le per day
in t 988 to less than 700,000 today.

What Others Are Saying

"How well is PPT working? So

well that it brought in about
5l billion more in state revenue

in fiscal year 2007 than the old
system would have brought in.

... We bring this up because

Gov. Palin and her team should
stop calling the petroleum
profits tax, or PPT, a failurej'
- Fairbanks Daily News-Miner Editorial,
Sept.6.2007

The Alaska Oiland Gas Association (AOGA) is poised to bring you factual
informatio¡r about the r I issue facing Alaska's econorny: Production Decline
& Need for lnves¡ment. The Trans-Alaska pipeline is onf y a third full, and oil
production is falling. Bitlions of dollars in new industry investment are required
to build a sust¿inable future for Al¿ska. A strong business <limate is essentialto
produce th¡s level of investment.

A healthy industry cannot endure tax changes year after
year. Constantly changing tax poliry is no way to keep
Alaska competitive and will steer critical investment
dollars away from Alaska.

Paid for by the AOGA, 121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 207, Anchorage, Alaska 99503
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A look over governor's shoulder
OIL TAX OPTIONS: Palin set to show us her hand this week.

TIM BRADNER
ECONOMY

(Published: September 2, 2007)

Gov. Sarah Palin is to roll out her ideas for changing the state's oil and gas production tax on Tuesday,
setting the stage for what may be a contentious special session of the Legislature the governor has

called for Oct. 18.

We won't know until Tuesday what Palin will propose but it is likely to involve either changes to the new

net profits oil production tax -- the Petroleum Production Tax, or PPT -- or a variation on the old tax
based on gross revenue.

A lot of political talk is developing around the PPT. I want to set some things straight. There are

advantages and disadvantages with both tax systems, and changes must be thought through clearly and

carefully.

The current tax on industry profits is different from the previous tax on gross revenue mainly in that
operating and capital costs may be deducted. Both taxes start with determining the value of the oil as it
comes out of the ground (the market price minus costs for shipping oil by tanker and pipelines). The old

tax was applied at that point, as a percentage of the gross revenue. The new PPT allows production
costs to be deducted to arrive at a net profit. The tax is then applied as a percentage of that number.
The PPT is not a true profits tax because not all costs, like corporate overhead, are allowed as

deductions.

There are some additional features. The old tax was adjusted by something called the "economic limit
factor," an incentive that lowered the tax rate on higher-cost fields but this incentive had become
obsolete and dysfunctional.

The new tax junks the ELF but incorporates an "ínvestment tax credit" intended to spur exploration and

development of existing fields. This tax credit is somewhat of a side issue because the core of the
current debate is over the merits of a gross revenue vs. net profits tax.

in early August the Revenue Department released a report that claimed the PPT is not working as

intended because deductible costs were much higher than expected. The tax is bringing in more
revenue, but about gB00 million less than predicted when the Legislature debated changing the tax last
year. The department acknowledged that its analysis was based on projections, not real numbers, but
that point gets lost.

It was interesting to me that the department used an oil price of $55 per barrel in its estimate for
revenue under the PPT (a figure from its spring oil price forecast. It's a fine point, but if actual oil prices

were used, or a trend of prices for the first three months of the fiscal Year, the revenue estimate would
be much higher.

The important question, however, is whether we have enough information, based on real numbers and

not estimates, to make intelligent decisions on the tax.

http:/ /www.adn.com/money/v-printer/story/9272324p-9187 100c'html Page I of 2
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We don't.

One advantage of the gross revenue approach is that it is simpler and eas¡er to work with than a net
profits tax' The disadvantage is that without some added incentive like the ELF, a gross tax hits all
fields, large and small, at the same tax rate. This would kill off heavy-oil developnient, which is
important to our future oil production, unless there is some new version of the ELF. The problem with a
special incentive formula is that it can get outdated, as the ELF did.

The advantage of the net profits tax is that it automatically adjusts for high-cost fields and needs no
ELF-type formula' The disadvantage is that it is more complex and difficult to administer. I think the
auditing issue is a red herring, however. If the state is having trouble hiring auditors the Revenue
Department could contract with a top-notch accounting firm to assist. I havèn't heard this discussed.
The new law also gives the state access to intercompany audits done by partners in oil fields owned by
more than one company, which is the case with most of the big producing fields. This is a big advantage
for the state.

Some oil producers are neutral as to whether the tax is on gross or net revenues as lonq as there is
some way to help high-cost places like heavy-oil fields. The total state take of taxes is important to
them, too.

Most governments of producing nations around the world successfully use some variation of a net profits
tax, and we could too. Legislators will have to weigh the pros and cons of all this.

Tim Bradner writes
writes for business

for an Alaska economic
publications. His opinion

reporting service.
column appears

He also consults for private clients and
every fourth Sunday.

frullas,e _c_lgte_y/il-qey

Copyright @ 2OO7 The Anchorage Daily News (www.adn.com)
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The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service today announced that it will give the public
additional time to review and comment on nine new research papers analyzing polar

bear population status and threats by extending its currently open public comment
period until October 22,2007. This research, recently completed by the U.S.

Geological Survey, will be used by the Service in conjunction with other scientific
information gathered over the past year in reaching a final decision on whether to
protect the polar bear as a "threatened" species under the Endangered Species Act.
The USGS studies can be found at:

http : //wrvw.usgs.gov/newsroom/sÞecial/polar bears/.

The reopened comment period was scheduled to close on October 5, but will now

remain open until October 22. The Service has limited this additional comment period

because of statutory deadlines which require the agency to make a final listing
determination within one year of the January 9,2007 publication of the proposed rule
to protect the polar bear as a threatened species.

The Service has made every effort possible to gather the latest and best scientific and

technical data. During the original 90-day public comment period, which closed in
April 2007, the Service held public hearings in Anchorage, Alaska; Barrow, Alaska;
and Washington D.C. In June, the Service hosted a meeting to exchange scientific
information with other countries in the polar bear?s range.

As a result of these information gathering efforts, the Service received approximately
600,000 responses. The responses contain volumes of information concerning habitat,

distribution, population densities and trends and effects of sea-ice change on polar
bears.

Comments provided during the original 90-day public comment period should not be

resubmitted. and anv new comments should be limited to the above-mentioned USGS

http:/ /www.fws.gov/news/NewsReleases/showNews.cfm?nerÀ¡sld=6 LCFD2A8- AE27-DE0D-7OCAlFlA770C5420 Page 1 of 2
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reports. The Service is particularly interested in information regarding the new data

and its relevance to the final determination on its proposal to list the polar bear as a

threatened species.

Comments may be submitted by e-mail to: Polar Bear Finding@fws.gov.
Information on other methods for submitting comments can be found on the Federal
eRulemaking Portal at: http:www.requlations.gov. You may mail or hand-deliver
written comments and information to the Supervisor, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Marine Mammals Management Office, l0l l East Tudor Road, Anchorage, Alaska
99503.

Further information about polar bear management in Alaska, and on the proposed

Endangered Species Act listing of polar bears worldwide, can be found at:

http : //alaska.fws. sov/fisheries/m mm/polarbear/issues.htm.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service is the principal Federal agency responsible for
conserving, protecting and enhancing fish, wildlife and plants and their habitats for the

continuing benefit of the American people. The Service manages the 97-million-acre
National Wildlife Refuge System which encompasses more than 548 national wildlife
refuges, thousands of small wetlands and other special management areas. It also
operates 66 national fish hatcheries,64 fish and wildlife management assistance

offices, 64 Fishery Resource Offices, and 78 ecological services field stations. The
agency enforces Federal wildlife laws, administers the Endangered Species Act,
manages migratory bird populations, restores nationally significant fisheries, conserves
and restores wildlife habitat such as wetlands, and helps foreign governments with
their conservation efforts. It also oversees the Federal Aid program that distributes
hundreds of millions of dollars in excise taxes on fishing and hunting equipment to
state fish and wildlife asencies.

FWS-

For more information about the U.S. Fish and W¡kllife Service, visit our home page at
http://www..fws.gov

Back to Too

U.S. Fish and W¡ldlife Service.
Privacv Notice.

)L

1010312007 11:56 AM
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News
Bureau of Land ManagemenÇ Alaska State Offìce, Office of Communications
222W.7m Avenue #13, Anchorage AK 99513-7599
Tel: 907 -27 t-5555 Fax: 907 -27 1.5421

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Ruth Mc€oa rd, 9O7 .27 t.3322
Sharon Wilson, 907.27 L.4L8

News Release No. 07-36
September 28,2OO7

BLM-Alaska Extends Public Gomment Period for
Draft Supplemental Plan for Northeast NPR-A

Anchorage-The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) is extending the public comment
period for the Draft Supplemental Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact
Statement from October 23 to November 6,2007. This is in response to the North Slope
Borough's request for additional time to prepare comments.

o'We requested additional time so stakeholders and the public can make informed
comments concerning complex issues raised in the draft impact statement," said North
Slope Borough Mayor ltta. "As a formal cooperator, we appreciate the BLM's decision to
extend the comment period. It shows the definite recognition by BLM of the importance
of our many fall subsistence activities."

The BLM began developing the Supplement in December 2006 in response to a
September 25,2006, U.S. District Court for the District of Alaska decision that the 2005
Northeast NPR-A Amended Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact Statement
failed to adequately address cumulative impacts.

In early 2007, the North Slope Borough signed a Memorandum of Understanding with
the BLM that gave it the formal status of a Cooperating Agency for this planning effort.
The BLM is responsible for alternatives presented in the plan.

The BLM, an agency of the U.S. Department of the Interior, manages 258 million surface acres - more land than any

other federal agency. Most of this public land is in 12 Westem states, including 83.5 million surface acres in Alaska.
The Bureau also administers 700 million acres of sub-surface mineral estate throughout the nation. The BLM's
multiple-use mission is to sustain the health and productivity ofthe public lands for the use and enjoyment ofpresent
and future generations. The Bureau accomplishes this by managing such activities as outdoorrecreation, livestock
grazing, mineral development, and energy production, and by conserving natural, historical, cultural, and other

resources on the public lands.

###



RESoURCE DTvcIOPMENT COUNCIL

Crowing Alaska Through Responsible Resource Developmenl

AcrroN Al,nnr
Northeast Planning Area - National Petroleum Reserve Alaska

Comment Deadline: Tuesday, November 6thr2007

Overview:

The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has released the Northeast National Petroleum Reserve

- Alaska Supplemental Integrated Activity Plan/Environmental Impact Statement (IAP/EIS).
This supplement addresses a list of issues and contains a range of alternatives regarding the
BLM's administration of public lands within the planning area. These alternatives are essentially
unchanged from those analyzed in the Northeast NPR-A Final Amended IAP/EIS and corrects
inadequacies in that plan identified in a 2006 decision of the U.S. District Court of Alaska. The
Court found that the amended 2006 IAPiEIS failed to fully consider the cumulative effects of oil
and gas leasing in the planning area and in the adjacent Northwest NPR-A planning area. The
new supplement adds this analysis.

Under the recently-released IAP/EIS, 373,000 acres north and east of Teshekpuk Lake is further
evaluated for leasing. This area was off-limits in a 1998 plan crafted by the Clinton
administration for the Northeast area of the reserve, but was open to leasing in the amended 2005
plan. This area is considered to be among the most oil-rich acreage in NPR-A, perhaps

containing billions of barrels of oil.

The four alternatives in the 2007 amendment range from opening 87 percent to 100 percent of
the 4.6 million acres of the Northeast planning area to oil and gas exploration and development.
V/hile the agency clearly supported increased leasing in the 2005 plan over the 1998 proposal
(Alternative A-No Action), the latest version does not indicate which alternative of the four
BLM prefers. The alternatives offer two types of mitigation for impacts to resources prescriptive
to performance-based.

Action Requested:

Submit written comments by mail or fax before November 6'h to:

Northeast NPR-A Supplemental IAP/EIS Comments
ENSR Project Office
1835 South Bragaw Street, Suite 490
Anchorage, AK 99508

FAX: (907) 1-888 -9O7 -3677



RDC Action Alert - Northeast Planning Area NPR-A

Points to include in vour letter:

prge2

Given NPR-A was specifically designated by Congress for the production of energy
resources and the need for new oil production has increased, it is vital that BLM provide
access to the Northeast planning area's greatest prospects. Alternative C would provide
such access.

All of the producing fields on the North Slope are located within 25 miles of the coast.
Eliminating substantial acreage within this belt could preclude the discovery of a major
deposit.
The areas currently off-limits in Alternative A may contain more than two billion barrels
of recoverable oil.
Industry's track record on the North Slope and the technological advances of the past
decade, which have greatly reduced the development footprint, support full leasing.
Alternative C would utilize prescriptive to performance-based standards and procedures
to mitigate impacts of energy development. In addition, seasonal stipulations and other
protective measures would be applied to safeguard sensitive areas. While Alternative C
would open 100 percent of the area's 4.6 million acres to oil and gas exploration,
permanent facilities would be prohibited on more than 1,113,000 acres.
The industry has proven it can operate in a manner that protects the environment. The
Arctic wildlife and environment can and will be preserved while petroleum resources are
developed. Industry employs a variety of measures and operating procedures to mitigate
impacts and protect environmentally sensitive areas.
Oil and gas development in the petroleum reserve would benefit the economy by creating
increased revenues and employment, while enhancing energy and economic security.
Revenues and employment generated by oil and gas development would be significantly
greater under Alternative C than under the no action alternative.
The Department of Energy estimates the contribution of North Slope crude to
domestically produced oil supplies would decline from l8 percent to 14 percentby 2020,
but such a decline could be mitigated by opening Northeast NPR-A to oil and gas
exploration. Projected production declines could potentially be reversed, depending upon
how much additional oil is produced from NPR-4, but potential could be severely
compromised if access is not provided to oil-rich areas.
While opponents claim the changes to BLM's amended plan are merely cosmetic, the
analysis ofthe increased activity in the 2007 draftexpanded and substantially revised
consideration of additional measures for minimizing impacts. BLM also considered
results of recent scientific studies completed since 2005.
The 2007 draft also addresses the cumulative impact of increased activity in the
Northeast planning area when combined with increased activity in the Northwest
planning area.

The 2007 draft also takes into account issues ranging from climate change and potential
Endangered Species Act protections for polar bears to the rising price of oil.
Authorizing leasing is but a first step in opening an area to oil and gas development.
There will be additional opportunities throughout the process, through the application of
numerous permit approvals and other actions, to protect natural resources.

Deadline for written comments: Tuesday, November 612007



htt p : / /www.a las kaj o u rn a l.com / o gfo ru m. s htm I I010312007 03:02 PM

I

Jriü¡iåät,rComrnerce Yrr{ool hgrjobs
arasHaf Obnet.com

FEATURES USEFUL SPECIAL SECTIONS
SEARCH AFCHIVES ¡>>

Univers i ry cl f 
'Sf'ashi 

neto n

Execútive MBA
Visit us in,Anchorage! ctick ro Rsvpl
Attend an lnformatlon Reception
Oaober 9, 6:00-7:30 p.m.
The HotelCaptain Cook = EErr HHt€H

€¡i
Iv) i;

€f@
Iñ
cs=
Câ Ï"

- 

r¡l/

clg r

,."-trñiè.ìa tæ1
tæE

R.S.V.P. Online Todayl

ôffi
aa the ¡ Li''itrt rt'titt

l'USrness

Permanent Fund ($M USD)

$39,885
{ +358

Tuesday's Close
(Most Recent Ava¡lable)

AK North Slope Crude
(W.Coast delivery)

$79.05

L* Tuesdav's Close,'' (Most Recent Ava¡labie)

H$lii'f*s*t'"
æ fìrtc< Sti¡l nìnhpsl

Tfinil 0r¡r 0¡l l**t , - ¡

until ßn$ flowsl
l\ íefurfr cn ojJ pfodus'lion

dercJir¡e ar¡d ¡\Jaska 'tax pcJic;¡
Thursday, October 11th, 2007

Egan Gonvention Center
ll a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

The Alaska Journal of Commerce and the Alaska State Chamber of Commerce will sponsor a policy

forum to discuss oil production decline and state tax policy. Selected state offic¡als, legislators,

petroleum company managers and Anchorage area business leaders will partic¡pate.

The forum will discuss implications of the present decline in North Slope oil production, steps that

can be taken to delay or mitigate decline until commercial gas production begins, and the role that

state tax pol¡cy will play in investment decisions that w¡ll affect oil production levels.

Panel Members to lnclude:

. Marc Langland - President i CÊO, Northrim Bank

o Representative Mike Hawker - (R) House District 32, Anchorage

r Commissioner Patrick Galvin - State of Alaska, Department of Revenue

¡ Steve Re¡ger - S. Rieger & Company

. Representat¡ve M¡ke Doogan - (D) House District 25, Anchorage

Plus representatives from the following organizãtions:

r Conoco Phillips - conocophillips.com

. Alaska Oil and Gas Assoc¡at¡on - aoga.org
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Âlask¡ Oil & Gas

fierurler
R.S.V.P. Today

Sponsored by the Alaska State Chamber and the Alaska Journal of Commerce
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935 WDST THIRD AVENUE

ANCHORAGE. ALASKA 99501

Phone: (907) 771-2444
Fax: (907) 7'll-2466

bellis@in stitutenorth.org
www. institutenorth.org

WALTERJ. HICKEL
FOUNDER

BEN ELLIS
MANAGING DIRECTOR

ARCTIC ENERGY SUMMIT
SECRETARIAT

October 4,2007

Greetings,

The Arctic Energy Summit (AES) Technology Conference, sponsored by the Institute of the North with the

support of the U.S. Department of State and the Arctic Council, will be held October 15 - 18,2007 atthe Egan

Center in Anchorage, Alaska.

The AES Technology Conference begins with an opening day of high-level keynote speakers on energy related

issues through the Arctic, followed by two days of technical papers on significant Arctic energy research, panel

discussions and keynote addresses on majorpolicy areas of concem andlor interest, as well as a session of new

technology and an energy industry exposition. AES presentations and exhibits will focus on:

1. Extractive energy development (oil, gas, coal bed methane, methane gas hydrates, coal);

2. Renewable power, especially in extreme remote areas;

3. Environmental, socio-economic and sustainability impact of energy projects in the Arctic.

The Honorable Olafur Ragnald Grimsson, President of lceland, has confirmed his attendance. Other opening day

speakers on October 15th include the Honorable Gary Lunn, Minister of Natural Resources Canada; Dr. Evgeny

Velikhov, President of Kurchatov Institute, Moscow; Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC) Chair Patricia Cochran;

U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Dan Sullivan, U.S. Senator Lisa Murkowski, Alaska Govemor Sarah Palin, and

Bud Fackrell, Senior Vice President of BP Exploration Alaska. U.S. Senator Ted Stevens will deliver the closing

keynote address on Oct. l8'h.

Thank you in advance for your time and consideration.

Regards,
Carole Chambers

Canole CuRvtspRs
INsrrture oF THE NonrH
935 W. Tsno Avs
ArlcHoRacE, ALASKA 99501 USA
Drnecr PuoNp (907) 77 | -2447
WWW.INSTITUTENORTH.ORG
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C ity/State/Postal tode:

Type of Registration and FÊes:

Participanl: Early-bird rate - $ û50, after Septenrber 15 - $ S50

Presenter: Early-bird rale - $ 500, after September l5 - $ 600

Students: Early-bird rate - $ 425" after September 15 - $ 475

Participant Fee:

tountry:

Arctic Energy Surnmit Ccnferenee
Cornpanion [t¡!eals

Monday

Companion(s) Names:

Tuesday

Wednesday

Total

Lunch

Opering Banquet

Lunch

Buffet Dinner

Lunch

Closing Ba¡rquet

$ 20.00

$ 60.00

$ 15.00

$ Ê0.00

$ 15.00

$ 60.00

$--
$_

$_

$

$

$

Total Companion Meals:

Total ïechnology Conference tees

Return this form with payment by September 1,2007 to:
The lnstitute of the North

935 W Ihird Ave
Anchorage, AK 995û1

Phone +1.907.771.2444 Fax +1.907.771.246Ê

PAYMEF¡T Ih¡FORMATITN _ PAYMENT MU5T ACCOMPANY THISAPPLICATIÛN

Method of payment: Please make checks payable to The lnstitute of the North

U theck Ë VISA ü MC

Credit Card Nurnber: Exp date:

Name on creclit card:

Signature:

Rcglstratlon onllne! www.erctlcenergysummlt.org or Fax thls lorm:
9o7.77/,.2466
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Alaska Forest Association, lnc.
,I.I1 STEDMAN STREET. SUITE 2OO

KETCHIKAN, ALASKA 99901 -6599
Phone: 907-225-6114
Fax: 907-225-5920
E-mail: afa@akforest.org

TO:

FROM:

RE:

DATE:

AFA Members

Liz Stone

50ù Anniversary Convention Update

September 27,2007

Plans for the 50th AFA annual convention are well underway and we hope to see
all of you there. A final meeting schedule and another registration form are enclosed. If
you haven't registered yet, please do so at your earliest convenience so we can have your
name tags ready and get an accurate count of participants.

After the meetings on Wednesday, the President's opening reception will take
place sponsored by \ilells Fargo. Music will be provided for those of you who would
like to dance courtesy of Milner, Howard, Mortensen, Palmer & Johnson!

We are pleased to announce that the featured speakers for the luncheon on
Thursday will inciude Kate Williams, Legislative Director for Senator Ted Stevens;
Karen Knutson, Chief of Staff for Senator Lisa Murkowski; and David Stone, President
of the Aiaska Miners Association. Thank you to First Bank and Delisio, Moran,
Geraghty & Zobel for once again sponsoring this luncheon! Mark Rey, Under
Secretary, Natural Resources and Environment, Department of Agriculture, will speak
Friday at the Board of Directors meeting.

The Associate members are busy plaruring the Red Suspender party for Thursday
evening. The proceeds from the auction benefit both the Associate Member Scholarship
Fund and the Don Bell Alaska Loggers Scholarship Fund. If you wish to ship your
auction item, please send it to:

Alaska Forest Association
Attn: Red Suspenders Party
111 Stedman, Suite 200
Ketchikan. AK 99901

There is still some booth space available. If you are interested in a space, just let
us know.

Vy'e are iooking forward to celebrating AFA's 50th anniversary and to seeing
everyone. Don't hesitate to call me with any questions.

SERVING ALASKA'S FOREST INDUSTRY



Alaska Forest Association, lnc.

SCHEDULE

ALASKA F'OREST ASSOCIATION
sotn ANITTUAL MEETTNG

,FROM GOLD TO DIAMOND'
TED FERRY CONVENTION CENTER

CAPE FOX HOTEL
KETCHIKAN, ALASKA
ocToBER 17-19. 2007

Wednesdav. October 17. 2007

111 STEDMAN STREET, SU
KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 9990,1 -6599
Phone: 9O7-225-6114
Fax: 907-225-5920
E-mail: afa@akforest.org

8:00 am
8:00 am - 5:00 pm
8:00 am-Noon
1:30 pm -5:00 pm
5:30 pm - 7:30 pm

Thursday. October 18, 2007

8:00 am
8:00 am - 4:00 pm
8:00 am - 7I:45 ant
9:00 am - Noon
Noon -2:00pm
2:15 pm - 5:00 pm
2:75 pm- 3:30 pm
5:30 pm - 9:00 pm
9:00 pm

Friday" October 19. 2007

8:00 am - 8:15 am
8:15 am -Noon

Associates Set Up Booths - Ted Ferry
Registration - Ted Ferry
Alaska Loggers Retirement Plan Trustees - Shaa Hit
Tongass Timber Trust Trustees - Shaa Hit
Opening Reception - Ted Ferry

Associate Booths Open - Ted Ferry
Registration - Ted Ferry
Timber Issues - Shaa Hit
AWIT Open House - Ted Fery
Lunch - Ted Ferry
Timber Issues Continued - Shaa Hit
Associate Members Meeting - NaaKani Room
Red Suspenders Party - Ted Ferry
Associate Booth Take Down

AFA General Membership Meeting - Shaa Hit
AFA Board of Directors Meetins - Shaa Hit

SERVING ALASKA'S FOREST INDUSTRY



ALASKA FOREST ASSOCIATION
50úAnnual Convention

"From Gold to Diamond"
October 17-19,2007
Ketchikan, Alaska

- MEETING REGISTRATION FORM.

Name(s)

Company

Address

Phone Fax E-mail

All regßtrants will receive a name badge that wìll serve us ødmission to the meetings
and øctivities. No refunds wìll be made after October 1,2007.

Number of inilìvíduals attendìng:

AFA Member Registrants _ @8175.00 each: $

AFA Member Spouse Registration @ $175.00 each: $

Retiree @ $125.00 each: $

Non-AFA Member Regishation @5275.00 each: $

Number of índíviiluøls participating in each event:

Opening Reception/Dance

Thursday Lunch

Red Suspender Party

Booth Space (no charge): _ Yes _ No

Mail Form and Check to:
Alaska Forest Association

111 Stedman Street, Suite 200
Ketchikan, AK 99901

907-225-6114
907-225-5920 (fax)
afa@akforest.org



AltA Co',n nti^,
Registration Form

Name

ALASKA MINERS ASSOCIATION
Convention and Trade Show

November 5 -November 11.2007

Short Course #1 (Nov. 5 - Nov. 6 in the Sheraton Hotel

"Heavy Mineral lndicators"
Pre-Registration..............:. .......'...'.'$300
AfterOct 15 ...... ....,.......'...$350
StudentRate......... .......... S50
(Registration Fee Includes Lunch)
I want Continuing Education Credits (fee paid at class) yes 

-Short Course #2 (Nov. 6 in the Sheraton Hotel)
"Acid Rock Drainage"

I want Continuing Education Credits (fee paid at class) yes 

-Short Course #3 (in the Sheraton Hotel)
"Properly Filing Mining License Tax and State Royalty"
FirstCome First Served.. ..................$50
Tues Nov. 6, 2:00-4:00pm _ or
Wed Nov. 7,2:00-4:00pm _ or
Thur Nov. 8, 2:00-4:00pm _
Short Course #4 (Nov. l0 in the Sheraton Hotel)
"MSHA Surface ReÍÌesher"
Pre-Regístration ......... No charge

(Pre-registration is required. Lunch is not included)

Total B
Total A

Grand Total
Payment Method:
Check # Cash M.O.#
To pay by credit card :

l. Circle one: VISA MASTERCARD
2. Account Number:

Billing Zip:_

Alaska Miners Associâtion
3305 A¡ctic Boulevard, Suite 105

Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Ph: (907) 563-9229 Fax: (907) 563-9225

Email : n ¡nal¿¡)alas kam i ncrs.ors
Website: www.alaskaminers.org

Company

Address

City srate 

-- 

zip

FaxTelephone

Email Date

MEMBERSHIP
Individual Member......... .........$95.00
Professional Member'... ...,.. $200.00
Operator ... $250.00
Student ...$10.00
Corporate.....................CaI1 AMA office for information

CONVENTION REGISTRATION
MemberRegistration ......$150.00
Non-MenberRegistration ......$200.00
Student Registration... ..................$20.00
SurchørgeaflerOct.IS, 2007............ ......$25.00

SPECIAL EVENTS
Wednesday, November 7

Luncheon ..................$30.00
Thursday, Novemt¡er 8

MiningDistrictBreakfast...... ..............'$25.00

Total A

Deadline for Pre-Registration is October 15'2007

P.O. #

L.uncheon... ...... $30'00

Fridav. Novemtrer 9
3. Expiration Date:

UAF School of Mines Breakfast . .. . . ' $25.00 4. Name on card (please print):

Luncheon ... S30.00 5. Signature:

Banquet. ...' $55.00

Save Money wíth Pre'RegislraÍion!

lìegister.early and pay a reduced registration fee. To take advantage of this reduced fee you must retum the following registration form to the AMA

olTrce on or beforeOctober 15,2007. Members of the AMA qualify for an even greater reduction for convention registration. Non-members may

lake advantage of this lower rate by joining the AMA when they register'

Travel Information
Hotel

Book by October l5 and the Sheraton Anchorage Hotel will provide

loorrs at thc special rate of$99 (single or double) forthose attending

thc AMA convention. Reserve your room early' You must contact

the Sheraton Hotel directly for room reservations. When calling,

state 1lì¿ìt you are attending the Alaska Miners Convention so you can

rcccivc thcse special rates.

Sheraton Hotel
401 East 6tn Avenue

Anchorage, Alaska 9950 I
Phone: (907) 276-8700

Within Alaska, call toll free: (800) 478-8700

Or Register on line at
http ://www.starwood m eeti ns.com/Booldakm i ners07

Travel Arrangements
ITC Travel has obtained special fares from Alaska Airlines up to
l0% off excursion fares excluding all other promo's for convention

attendees. These rates are effective from Nov. 4'n through Nov. 14'n.

To take advantage of these special rates, you must purchase your
tickets through ITC Travel by calling 907-561-7722. Mention you are

a conference attendee for the Alaska Miners Association Convention.
CMR 971 I e-code. "lnternational travelers" must have picture ID
wíth Birth Certificate, Citizcn Certificate, or current Passport.

ITC Travel
4101 Arctic Blvd.. Ste' 107

Anchorage, Alaska 99503
Phone: (907) 561-7722 or call toll free (877) 561-7975

Fax: (907) 561-3600
www.itcalaska.com Email: info@itcalaska.com



Short Course #l:
Application of Heavy Mineral Methods in
Stream Sediment and Till to Exploration
lnstructor: Dr. Hcrvey Thorleifsorr, Direclor, Minnesota
Geological Survey
Time: 8;3Oam - 5:00pm, Mon - Tues Nov 5 - 6.

Cost: 5300, $350 after Oct 15. Fee includes lunch.
Enrollment is limited to 50 participants. Optional fee
payable at class for University of Alaska Continuing
Education Credits. Location: Sheraton Hotel
'lhe Alaska Miners Association is pleased to offer a course
that will review basic principles and recent developments in
heavy-mineral-based mineral exploration methods, including
gold grains, base metal indicators, and kimberlite indicator
minerals. It will include presentations and hands-on exercises
dealing with survey design, sampling and sample.processing
methods, geochemical analyses. mineral chemistry, quality
assurance/quality control, as well as examples íÌom precious
rnetal, base metal, and dia¡nond exploration.

Short Course #2:
Current Practice in Acid Rock Drainage
Prediction
Instructors: Stephen Doy, P.Geo., Prirtcipøl Geochemist, -
SRK Consulting Ltd.
Time: 8:30am - 5:00pm, Tues, Nov 6.

Cost: $ 175, $225 after Oct 15. Fee includes lunch.
Enrollment is limitecl to 50 participants. Optional fee

payable at class for University of Alaska Continuing
Education Credits.
Location: Sheraton Flotel

TRADE SHOW
Attend the Trade Show during the convention.

Many mineral industry suppliers will participate.
Open to the public

'ùy'ednesday, November 7, 8:00am - 6;3Opm
Thursday, November 8, 8:00am - 5:00pm

Friday, November 9, 8:00am - 2:00pm

Acid rock drainage (ARD) and the associated process of metal

leaching (ML) can be important issues at any construction
project where rock is exposed to flowing water. This seminar
will provide an introduction to the methods available to
predict the reactivity of rock and the chemistry of drainage in

contact with rock, and the use of the results to identiô/
technologies to address ML/ARD. The seminar will appeal
primarily to engineers and geoscientists working in the
mining, transportation and utility industries.

Short Course #3:
Properly Filing Mining License Tax and State
Royalty
Instructor: Joltønns Bules, Alaska Department of Revenue,

and Rick Fredericksen, Alaska Department of Natural
Resources
Time: 2-hour sessions aÍ2:0}pm on Tue, Wed, or Thu, Nov 5,

7, and 8, with 24 participants per session.

Cost: $50. Location: Third Floor, Sheraton Hotel.
This short course provides training on accurately complying
with the requirements of the Mining License Tax and Royalty.
The primary focus will be on the small operators and

accountants to ensure the filings are correct. Participants may
arrange for private meetings on the a{lernoon following each

course or by later appointment,

Short Course #4:
MSHA Surface Refresher
Time: 8:00am - 5:00pm, Sat Nov 10.

Cost: Free - Pre-registration required. Lunch not included.

ROCK & MINERAL SHOW
Rock and mineral displays. Trade, buy and sell.

Open to the public
Friday, November 9, 5:00pm - 9:00pm

Saturday & Sunday, Nov 10 & I l, l0:00atn - 5:00pm
Yukon and Kuskokwim Rooms

Sessions
Thursday Afternoon, November 8

Alusks Exploration Proiects
Presentations will give highlights of 2007 exploration
activities in Alaska and updates on specific properties.

Friday Morning, November 9

A Social License to Operate
Overviews of social responsibilities for exploratìon and

mining operations in Alaska will be presented.

Friday Afternoon, November 9
Development ønd Mine OperaÍions
Current mine development projects will be discussed as well
as updates on selected mining opet'ations.

nillA G'+"Ár,
Short Courses

Short courses are open to all (need not be an AMA member and need not be registered for the convention).

Technical
Wednesday Morning, November 7

Agen cy G eo lo gic Invest Ìg atio ns
Updates by USGS, BLM, and DGGS scientists on Alaska
work programs in progress or completed during the past year.

Wednesday Afternoon, November 7

Exp Io ral ìo n Froi ect H ig h I ighß
An overview ofvarious early stage exploration projects

from around the State of Alaska. The session will include
project talks on Southeast, Southcentral, Interior, Southwest,
Western and Nofthern Alaska.

Thursday lVlorning, November 8

AMA SessÌott: Issues Affectìrtg Aktsku Miners
This session will update miners on current industry issues.

Sponsorship OpPortunities
Sponsorship opporlunities are available at a variety oflevels forthe convention, short courses, coffee breaks, student poster sessions,

and other events. Sponsors receive personal recognition at the event and they receive promotion through the convention website and

convention materials. For more information contact Sharon Cox at the Alaska Miners Association.
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Schedule of Events'

l\'Ionday
Nov.5

Tucsday
Nov.6

Wednesday
Nov.7

Thursday
Nov.8

Friday
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Mining District
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UAF School of
Mines & Friends

Breakfast
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8:00-
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Sheraton
Hotel
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Rock & Mineral
Show (10:00am-

5:00pm)
Yukon and
Kuskokwim

Rooms

,1

Luncheorr Luncheon Luncheon

ct)

Short Course #3
Session I

2:00pm - 4:00pm

Sheraton Hotel

Exploration
Project

Highlights
2:00-5:00pnr

Short Course
#3

Session 2

2:00-4:00pm

Alaska
Exploration

Projects
2:00-5:00pm

Short Course
#3

Session 2

2:00-4:00pm

Developmen
t and M¡ne
Operations

2:00-
5:00pm
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Suppliers
Cocktail

Reception
5:00-6:30pm

USGS Scoping
Workshop
5:1 5-6:1 5

History Night
7:00-9:00pm

Miners'
Banquet
7:00pm

Speeial Events

Attention Prospective Trade Show Exhibitors!
Please call AMA. Various suppliers to the mining industry are

represented at the trade show.

Trade Show Silent Auction: Rock Specimens from Alaska
Donations accepted! Contact Anita Williams at awilliam@alaska.net.

Suppliers' RecePf ion
Meet your friends and view the trade show exhibits at an opening

mixer from 5:00-6:30pm on Wednesday, November 7. A ticket good

for one drink is included in your registration packet. Hors d'oeuvres

will be provided courtesy ofthe trade show exhibitors. Cash bar.

Mining District Breakfast
Have breakfast with your friends and hear the latest news from various

mining districts around Alaska. The breakfast will be helcl at 7:00am,

ThursdayNovember 8. Space is limited.

USGS Scoping WorkshoP
All interested parties are invited to contribute their ideas at a public

meeting to define and prioritize focus areas for the "Geologic and

Mineral Deposit Data for Alaskan Economic Development" project for

Student Poster Session

Students interested in mineral exploration, engineering, operations, rnanagement, economics, reclamation, environmental perrnitting and other

sub.iects pertinent to the mining industry are invited to present their research and technology posters to attendees. This is an excellent opportunity fbl'

students to discuss career opfoftunitiés and chatlengès with professionals in multiple disciplines. Poster sessions r.vill be held on Wednesday

Novemtrer 7th from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm.

Soace is limited to l0 tables. Fo¡ registration forms or more information contact Holll l\4orris at (907) 696-6215 or hlm@rnlfaalaska.com.

2009 and beyond. Open to the public 5:15-6ll5pm Thursday

November 8.

History Night - Alaska Mining Hall of Fame
The induction of ner'v members will be held at 7:00pm, Thursday

November L Open to the public.

UAF School of Mines & Friends Breakfast
Obtain the latest news on activities in the UAF School of Mineral

Engineeling. Attend breakfast with fellow alumni and school

suppofters at 7:00am Friday, November 9. Space is limited.

Miners Banquet
The AMA Convention wraps up with the Miners' Banquet on Friday

evening at 7:0Cpm. Dinner, entertainment, the AMEREF Raffle

drawing, presentation of awards, and visiting with friends combine for

an exciting evening. No host cocktails available at 6:3Opm.

Rock and Mineral Show
Displays of rocks and minerals from around Alaska. Trade, buy and

sell. Open to the public. Friday, November 9 (5:00-9:00pm)' and

Saturday and Sunday, November l0 and 1l (10:00am-5:00pm) in the

Yukon and Kuskokwim Rooms.



Crowíng Alaska Through Responsible Resource Development

Alaska Resources 2008
28'n Annual Conference

November I4-15, 2007, Sheraton Anchorøge Hotel

Enormous opportunities stand before Alaska's resource industries in the new year, butthe
implications of new local, state and federal government actions pose special challenges to
attracting the private investment necessary to turn opportunity into reality and expand Alaska's
economy.

RDC's 28th Annual Conference, Alaska Resources 2008, will bring these opportunities and

challenges to the forefront as prominent experts address issues such as commercializing our
immense North Slope natural gas resources, as well as the impact of new taxes, land use policies

and endangered species listings on future oil production, mining, fishing, tourism and timber
harvesting.

Alaska Resources 2008 will provide timely updates on current and new projects across the oil
and mining industries, as well as the latest forecasts and updates from other resource sectors and

government policy makers.

This is a special invitation for your company to sponsor Alaska Resources 2008. Sponsors will
be listed in pre-event brochures and in the official program. They will also be recognized
throughout the conference. Your generous sponsorship sustains RDC and underscores its
effectiveness on issues important to you and your business.

Conference attendees are treated to a diverse and knowledgeable slate of speakers, as well as

gourmet breaks and lunches, networking opportunities, an audience of decision makers, and a

VIP reception. We expect strong attendance again this year, with hundreds of key business

leaders from Alaska, the Lower 48 and Canada, as well as government policy makers and

regulators.

As Alaska's most established resource development forum, RDC's annual conference fosters
dialogue, interaction and collaboration. Exchange ideas, help shape Alaska's future and enhance

your company's competitive position. We look forward to your support and participation in
Alaska Resources 2008!



Crowing Alaska Throtrgh Responsible Resource Development

Alaska Resources 2008

November,r:f ;,:;;i:!f :;Y,ï;T;,horaseHotet

Gain recognition from and exposure to all Resource Development Council members by becoming
a conference sponsor! Sponsors are recognized in the conference brochure, on the RDC website, in
event notices, the official program and ads in local business publications.

Event Sponsorship Levels:

PlatÍnum Sponsor $5,000
Eight registrations to the conference and VIP reception, sponsor recognition in all conference
communications and the Resource Review newsletter, Il2page advertisement in the conference
program (Camera ready artwork due: Friday, October 26th, Ads are 5"h x7.25"w), prominent
display of your company banner at the conference and listing of your company logo in
Powerpoint. Please send logo electronically to RDC (nosotq@êkdc.ary) by october 26.

Cosponsor $3,000
Six registrations to the conference and VIP reception, sponsor recognition in all conference
communications and the Resource Review newsletter, Ll4 page advertisement in the conference
program (Camera ready artwork due: Friday, October 26th, Ads are 5"h x 3.5"w), strategic display
of your company banner at the conference and listing of your company logo in Powerpoint, Please
send logo electronically to RDC (msoto@akrdc.org) by October 26.

General Sponsor $2,000
Four registrations to the conference and VIP reception, sponsor recognition in all conference
communications and the Resource Review newsletter, enhanced placement of your company
banner at the conference and listing of your company logo in Powerpoint. Please send logo
electronically to RDC (msoto@akrdc.org) by October 26.

Underwriter $1.000
Two registrations to the conference and VIP reception, sponsor recognition in all conference
communications and the Resource Review newsletter, placement of your company banner at the
conference and listing of your company logo in Powerpoint. Please send logo electronically to
RDC (msoto@akrdc.org) by October 26.

Exhibitor Showcase $1,000 Ballroomx, $600 Mezzaninexx
Space is limited as this segment of the conference has sold out six years in a row. Exhibit booth at
the conference, sponsor recognition in conference communications, complimentary registration to
the conference and VIP reception. *lncludes two registrants xxlncludes one registrant

Return the following pledge form - by October l" to be listed in the conference brochure!



Crowing Alaska Throtrgh Rnsponsible Resource Development

Specialty Sponsorship Options:
Sponsor recognition signs for each event as well as recognition in the official conference
brochure and program. All food breaks are held in the exhibit area.

Wednesday or Thursday's Eye-Opener Breakfast (7:00 - 8:00 am) $2,500 each
Every registrant's first stop! Continental fare includes warm breakfast dish, bagels, croissants,
muffins, fruit, yogurt, juice, soda, coffee and tea.

Wednesday or Thursday Morning Breaks $2,500 each
The conference stops for these popular breaks. Add your own personal flair - ask for your
favorite snacks!

'Wednesday Afternoon Break $2,500
A modern ice cream social event stimulates discussion and networking.

Champagne & Sparkling Cider Toast $1,500
The toast kicks off the Grand Raffle drawing at the conclusion of Thursday's program.

Centerpiece Sponsor $3,000
Personalized arrangements at each table with your company logo.

RDC Grand RafTle
Donate a prize of your choice for the popular drawing hetd at the close of the RDC Conference,
November 15,2007 . Donors are recognized in conference program.

x8**x**** * {<*x

Please fill out the following information and fax the form to RDC at (907) 276-3887 or email us
at resources@akrdc.org. Questions? Call Deantha or Carl at (907) 276-0700. RDC will send an
invoice. unless instructed otherwise.

Sponsorship Level: _Platinum
Exhibitor Showcase: Ballroom

Specialty Sponsorship Choice(s):

RDC Raffle Prize(s):

Company:

_Cosponsor _General _Underwriter
_Mezzanine

Conference Contact:

Address:

citylstatelzlP:

Phone: Fax: E-mail:



Alaska Resources 2008
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel

Wednesday - November 14th

7:00 a.m.

8:00

8:45

9:30

10:00

10:45

11:15

1 2 Noon

Reg istration/Check- ln/Exh i bits Open
Eye-Opener Reception ln Exhibit Area

Opening Remarks
Cook lnlet: 2008 & Beyond
Mitch Little, Alaska Asset Team Leader, Marathon Oil Company
Danny Davis, President, Escopeta Oil and Gas Corporation (lnvited)

North Slope Exploration & Development Proiects:
A Look Ahead
Doug Suttles, President, BP (Exploration) Alaska, lnc'
Jim Bowles, President, ConocoPhillips Alaska, lnc.

Doug Wilson, Alaska Exploration Manager, Anadarko Petroleum

Gourmet Break - Sponsored by ConocoPhillips Alaska, lnc.

North Slope Exploration & Development Proiects:
A Look Ahead
Ken Sheffield, President, Pioneer Natural Resources Alaska
Rick Fox, Alaska Assets Manager, Shell E&P, lnc. (lnvited)

John Zager, Manager, Alaska Assets, Chevron

The Current News From Washington On Alaska Gas
Drue Pearce, Federal Coordinator, Alaska Natural Gas
Transportation Projects

Networking Break

Keynote Luncheon
1977-2007: How Oil Has Transformed Alaska's Economy
Scott Goldsmith, Economist, lnstitute for Social & Economic
Research, University of Alaska Anchorage
Neal Fried, Economist, State of Alaska Department of Labor
Mike Burns, Executive Director, Permanent Fund Corporation

Canadian Arctic Gas & Energy Update
Philip Jennings, Director General, Petroleum Resources Branch,

Energy Policy Sector, Natural Resources Canada (lnvited)

2:00 p.m.



2:3O The Threat To Our Prosperity: Alaska's Looming Energy Crisis
Mayor Mark Begich, Municipality of Anchorage

3:00 Gourmet Break - Sponsored by CH2M H¡ll

3:30 The Arctic lnitiative
Lars M. Hvalbye, Senior Advisor, Technology, StatoilHydro

4:00 lndustry-Community Partnerships, Challenges
& The Path Forward
Mayor Edward ltta, North Slope Borough
Mayor John Williams, Kenai Peninsula Borough

5:00 VIP Networking Reception at Josephine's Hosted by
Government of Canada, open to all conference attendees

Thursday - November 1Sth

7:00 a.m. Eye Opener Reception ln Exhibit Area

8:00 Expanding Alaska's Energy Horizons:
Major lssues & Current Efforts
Henri Bisson, Bureau of Land Management

8:30 The Endangered Species Act: Current Listings, Candidate
Species & lmplications For Alaska's Economy
Ken Taylor, Deputy Commissioner, Alaska Department of Fish &
Game
Jeff Leppo, Seattle Office Managing Partner, Stoel Rives LLC
Caryn Rea, Senior Biologist, ConocoPhillips Alaska, lnc.

9:30 Gourmet Break - Sponsored by Stoel Rives LLC

10:00 Are The Clean Water, Clean Air, & Endangered Species Acts
Being Used To Advance An Anti-Development Agenda?
Marilyn Crockett, Executive Director, Alaska Oil & Gas Association
Bob Stiles, President, DRven Corporation, Development Manager,
Chuitna Coal Project
Stephanie Madsen, Executive Director, At-Sea Processors
Association (lnvited)

1 1 :15 Networking Break

Noon Keynote Luncheon:
Ryan Lance, President, Exploration & Production, Europe, Asia,
Africa & The Middle East, ConocoPhillips, lnc.



Resource Development Council's 28th Annual Conference

Alaska Resources 2008
Wedne sday -Thursday, N ov emb er I 4- I 5, 2007, S heraton Anchorage Hotel

(As of Noon Wednesday, October 3, 2007)

Platinum Sponsors

BP Exploration (Alaska), Inc.
ExxonMobil
Northrim Bank
TeckCominco/NANA
Development Corporation

VIP Reception Sponsor

Government of Canada

Cosponsors

AIC
Alyeska Pipeline Service Company
Arctic Slope Regional Corporation
Barrick Gold Corporation
Brooks Range Petroleum Corporation
CH2M HiII
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.

Enbridge Inc.
Eni Petroleum
MWH Americas, Inc.
Pebble Limited Partnership
Petrotechnical Resources

of Alaska
Pioneer Natural Resources

Alaska, Inc.
Shell Exploration & Production
TransCanada
Wells Fargo Bank Alaska
XTO Energy

Centerpiece Sponsor

Peak Oilfield Service ComPanY

General Sponsors

Alaska Airlines
Alaska Business Monthly
Alaska Frontier Constructors
Alaska Journal of Commerce
Carli le Transportation Systems

Chevron
COEUR Alaska - Kensington Mine
Cook Inlet Region, Inc.

General Sponsors (Continued)

District Council of Laborers
Dowland Bach Corporation
Doyon Family of Companies
Fairlveather
Halvk Consultants LLC
Heller, Ehrmann, White & McAuliffe
Kennecott Greens Creek Mine
Koniag, Inc.
Lynden
Perkins Coie LLP
Petroleum Nelvs
Princess Tours
Shaw Alaska
Tesoro Alaska Company
Udelhoven Oilfield System Services
Usibelli Coal Mine, Inc.
Westlvard Seafoods

Gourmet Break Sponsors
ConocoPhillips Alaska, Inc.

CH2M HiII
Stoel Rives LLC

Champagne & Sparkling Cider
Toast Sponsor

Harbor Enterprises/
Petro Marine Services

Underwriters

Air Logistics of Alaska
Alaska Industrial Development &
Export Authority
Alaska Housing Finance Corporation
Alaska Railroad Corporation
Anadarko Petroleum
Anchorage Economic DeveloPment
Corporation
Anchorage Sand & Gravel
ARCADIS-US,Inc.
Bering Straits Native Corporation
BHP Billiton
Bristol Bay Native Corporation
Calista Corporation
Chugach Alaska Corporation

Underwrit€rs (Continued)

Chugach Electric Association
Colville, Inc./Brooks Range

Supply
Conam Construction Company
Crowley
Cruz Construction
Delta Leasing LLC
DRven Corporation
ENSR Corporation
ENSTAR Natural Gas Company
Era Helicopters LLC
Fairbanks Gold Mining, Inc.
FEX
First National Bank Alaska
Flowline Alaska
Foss Maritime
GCI
Golder Associates Inc.
H.C. Price Company
HDR Alaska, Inc.
Holland America Line
Hotel Captain Cook
Koncor Forest Products
Marathon Oil Company
Michael Baker Jr.. Inc.
Mikunda Cottrell & Company
Minerals Management Service
NC Machinery
NorskHydro
Petro-Canada
Port of Tacoma
Samson Tug & Barge
Sheraton Anchorage Hotel
Sourdough Express
Southeast Stevedoring
STEELFAB
TeckPogo
Totem Ocean Trailer Express
UIC Oilfield Services
Ultrastar Exploration LLC
UNIVAR USA
Vy'eaver Brothers, Inc.



Grow¡n8 Âlaska Through Respons¡b¡e Reource Developmenl

121 West Fireweed Lane. Suite 250

Anchorage, Alaska 99503

ß07\ 276-0700

www.akrdc.org

Membership Application
Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc.

121 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite 250
Anchorage, AK 99503-2035

Phone: (901)276-0100 Fax: (907) 276-3887

Name:

Title:

Company:

Mailing Address:

CilylStatelZip:

Phone Numbers Wk:

Email Address:

Fax:

Website Address:

Referred by: Date:

Piease circle I or 2 topics of most interest:

oil & Gas' Timber' Mining . Fisheries o Transportation . Agriculture
Energy . Labor , HzO . Tourism . Land (Wetlands)

Method of payment:

MC/VISA/AMEX#

e Resource Development Council for Alaska, Inc. is classified a non-profit trade association
under IRS Code 501(c)(6). Membership dues and other financial support may be tax deductible as
an ordinary and necessary business expense, however, 15.9% ofthe dues are non-deductible. Dues
are not deductible as charitable contributions f'or federal income tax pu

Enclosed is a check for: $ or

Annual Membership Categories
Individual
S500 or more
$300
$ 150

$7s

Pr-atrNuvr
Golp
Su-veR
Basrc

Corporate
$3000 or more
$1500
$ 750
$ s00

Exp. Date:
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