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I am pleased to joirr olhcr r\laskalìs to c\llrcss nn'r,iervs on lhc pro¡rosetl designation tll'Crilic¡rl llallitat
f'or the enclangcretl Cook l¡rlct bcluga rvhlle . Pt¡blic corììnt!'nt on this ¡rro¡losccl dcsigrrnliolr is arr
impoilattt elet¡rent in thc ¡rublic pr'occss and I'r¡r ¡rlcnsccl that NOAA has ¡rctcrl olr thc Alt¡ska
Congressional Dr,'lcgatitltì's rc(lt¡csl locxlcnd lhiscornment period and adtl¡:ublic lrcarings. Irvill bc
strbrnitting fortnal cornnìcnt.s. br¡l tlris rcl)rcscnts rrry gcncral otrsen'ations al¡oul tlrc dcsigrratiorr ol'bcluga
rvhale critic¿¡l habit¿rt ill thc hllcl rvlticlt h¡rs tlte ¡rotcntial lìrr rnajor econonlic c(ìnse(lÌtcnccs lo Ala.ska's

¡ropulation ccntcr.

'l'he Cook lnlet bcltrga rvhalc holcls:r spccial placc in tlrc lrc'arts of'Alaska's rcsiclents. [10 pcrccnt ol'rvhorn
live along the lnlet or are clc¡rcrtrlcttt on corììnrcrcc lhat rnoves tlrrough th{r lnlct. NOÂÂ's sciclrlists lcll
us this sutrgrou¡l ol'bcltrga rvhalcs is ttttit¡uc to tlte- lrrlcl, tlrnt tlìeir ¡lopulation is thrcatcnctl, aurlthcy arc
de'serving of special protccliott. NOAA's listirrg ol'this stock as cndangcrccl u¡rde I thc l:rrdarrgcrccl
Species Act in Octobcrol'2008 is stilltlrc sulrject olcontrL-vcrs¡,. Orrcc tlre. agcrrc¡'has nrarlc tlris fìrrding.
it must act to designatc' tltL' u'hitle 's Critical llal:itat. This inftrrnr¿rtion rvill bc usccl b¡, NOÂÂ to identif .v

and protect are¿rs rnost itnporlant lbr tlrc aninlal's orrgoilrg ijonscrvation altd recovc¡r,. lrrrportarrtl,r,.
NOAA rr'ill be corrsullcd [l' othcr agencics rjvcr'\ t¡¡ììc f'cderal projc-cts Íu'c proposc(l ilr tlrc lnlct. 'l'his

includes bank reslorations. britlgcs. port rcpairs:rntl csparrsions. se\\'er prqiects. arrd rrrilitary,activitirls.
Projects that are idcntilietlrs trccurrirrg irr criticnlhabitrt rvill hatc a highcr levclof'ssnrtirrr'.

ì\'lv concertr is that NO;\¡\ lacks hoth a lì¡ll untlcrslanding olrvhere critical habitat is locatcclarrcl rvhat thc
bc¡refìts alld costs are to dcsiqnatins this hallitat. 'l'lris is irìtportant for tuo rcAsons: lirsl. rvc don't \\,¡uìl lo
havc addcd costs of'¡nitigating irn¡racts ol'coirstal ¡rnrjects if the habitat is ¡lot csscrrtial lirr thc rr,htlcs'
recoyer)'and sccortd. lltc linrlanecrc-d S¡rccics ¡\cl allon's f'or a special ereln¡ttiorr froln a criticll lrabitat
designation in special casss rvhcrc thc bcnctìts lìr¡ln cxcludirìg an area outu'eigh the bcnclits rainccl lo thc
altinlal. l'llt conccrnccl that NOÂÂ ltas ¡tot <lorlr"- the rìecessiu'v hear'¡'lilìing to analvzc tlrc ccononric
impacts of tlris dcsiguittiott. 'l'lrc cxisling tlralì cconoruic anal5,sis cites the acldetl costs l'or cvaluating
fitture projcct ittt¡lact rniligations in lhc lnlct bascd on this C¡'itical llabitat dcsignation ¡tt.r nìcrc
$575,000. 'l'his lorv atììoulrt sccnrs urrrc¿rlistic.

'l'he Port of Attcltot'agc is csscttti¡tt I'or thc ucononì), of our state. handlilrg abot¡l t)0 pclcolrt of';rll goods
arriving to Âlaska. Although tlrc l'.rrdarrgcrcd S¡:ccics r\ct ¡lrovides lbr Critical llaLritat cxun¡rtions in
cases of nationill security. NOAA h¡rs rr0l ¡lrovidrrd nn anah,sis of thc Port's status Íts onc tll'orrly l(r
National Stratcgic Sca¡lorts vit:rl not onlv to Alaskil's lìvc inilitar.r'bascs, but also to tlrc sccurity,ol'ot¡r
country, At thc least. I crìcor¡r¡rus N()^A lo slltc otttriglrt in the designatiotr that thc f)ort's currcnt
biological fìnding ol'no irn¡rirct orr tlrc lrcluga po¡rulation rr,ill corrtinue.

I alu convincecl rve qa¡r rvtlrk tttgctltcr lo rcco\'cr this rtltalc itl tyat's lhat clon't ¡rlacc ttttttcccssitrl'
cottstraints olt dcvclopntcnl ir¡ thc lnlct. ll',\lask¡rns lrclicvctl tlrat designating 3.000 rr¡ilcs of'Critical
Ilabitatrt'ottldolrl¡'rcsulti¡rS575.(lf)0of acldedcost.r'nirrvu'ouldgladl¡'chi¡rinarrdpa-r'thcbill. Or¡r
expcricncc rvillt tlrr,'l;.rrtlnngcrcrl Sfccics Act tclls us lhat tlris just isrr't thc casc. lcnllorr N()i\¡\ to tlkc
serious stock in tltc conrncltts vou u'ill rcceirc liotn i\laskans r¡n all sidcs ol'this issuc. \\rc ¡recd lo
clevelop a dcsie,natio¡l that lcads lo lltc rccovrrl ul'tlrc trclttga l,hale and rnakes scnsr: to Alnsklrrs.


